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Acting  to  free 
Sharon  Kowalski 

Sharon  Kowalski  groups  from  Boston,  New 
York,  San  Francisco,  Minnesota,  and  the  D.C. 
area,  as  well  as  supporters  from  Washington 
state  and  Vermont  met  to  unify  their  efforts 
and  strategize  for  the  future 


By  Caroline  Foty 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  As  Karen 
Thompson  prepares  to  return  to  Minnesota 
District  Court  on  behalf  of  her  lover, 
Sharon  Kowalski,  a  national  coalition  of  ac¬ 
tivists  met  here  on  Oct.  10  to  coordinate  and 
expand  their  work  for  Sharon’s  release  from 
the  custody  of  her  parents. 

A  Minnesota  court  in  July  1985  gave 
unlimited  guardianship  of  Sharon  Kowalski 
to  her  father  Donald.  Kowalski  had  been 
severely  injured  in  an  accident.  Since  then 
she  has  been  kept  in  a  nursing  home  in  Hibb- 
ing,  Minnesota,  and  has  been  allowed  no 
rehabilitation  or  visits  from  Thompson  and 
other  friends.  Although  court  orders  have 
stipulated  that  the  father  must  annually 
have  Kowalski  tested  for  competency  and 
must  abide  by  her  expressed  wishes,  none  of 
Thompson’s  appeals  hdve  succeeded  in  br¬ 
inging  enforcement  of  those  orders.  The 
Minnesota  courts  have  ruled  that  the  Min¬ 
nesota  Civil  Liberties  Union  may  not  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  case  and  that  the  Patients’  Bill 
of  Rights  may  not  be  invoked  to  influence 
the  behavior  of  a  guardian. 

Thompson  has  filed  a  new  motion  in 
District  Court  in  Duluth  asking  that 
Kowalski  be  legally  “restored  to  capacity,’’ 
which  would  give  her  some  decision-making 
power.  The  intent  of  the  motion  is  to  force 
the  parents  to  have  Kowalski  tested  and  to 
have  the  results  entered  in  the  court  record. 
In  addition,  with  a  motion  pending  in  court, 
Thompson  and  her  attorney  hope  the  court 
will  appoint  an  attorney  for  Kowalski  to 
replace  the  one  who  recently  resigned.  The 
hearing  on  the  motion  is  scheduled  for  Nov. 
18. 


Karen  Thompson,  Sharon  Kowalski's  lover,  attended 
the  meeting  of  national  'Free  Sharon  Kowalski' 
o^nizers. 


To  date,  the  national  Sharon  Kowalski 
groups,  composed  of  activists  in  women’s, 
gay  and  disability  rights,  have  focused  their 
efforts  on  fundraising  for  the  Karen 
Thompson  Legal  Fund.  Thompson’s  legal 
bills  so  far  total  nearly  $110,(X)0.  Through 
the  success  of  Thompson’s  personal  nation¬ 
wide  fundraising  and  the  work  of  the  na¬ 
tional  groups,  her  total  debt  today  is  less 
than  $30,(XW,  rriaking  the  Fund  one  of  the 
most  successful  legal  funds  in  women’s/gay 
community  history. 

In  addition  to  fundraising,  a  high  priority 
for  the  groups  has  been  to  inform  lesbian 
and  gay  couples  about  protecting  their  rela¬ 
tionships  through  durable  powers  of  attorney 
—  documents  assigning  legal  decision¬ 
making  authority.  They  have  distributed  in¬ 
formative  materials,  made  presentations, 
and  sponsored  workshops  with  attorneys. 

Strategizing  at  the  national  meeting 
focused  largely  on  ways  to  pressure  the  Min¬ 
nesota  courts,  which  have  been  more 
responsive  to  the  arguments  of  Kowalski’s 
parents  than  to  the  rights  of  Thompson  and 
Kowalski  herself.  Actions  were  considered 
in  the  areas  of  media  strategy,  political 
pressure,  and  direct  action. 

“In  Minnesota  we  have  never  gotten  a 
single  decent  article  in  the  mainstream 
'  press,’’  said  Julie  Andrzejewski,  a  colleague 
of  Thompson  at  St.  Cloud  State  University 
and  a  founder  of  the  Bring  Sharon  Home 
Committee.  In  fact,  papers  such  as  the  St. 
Paul  Pioneer  Press  have  published  articles 
which  include  no  investigative  reporting  — 
describing  Sharon  as  the  Kowalski’s  “eerily 
silent  daughter,  trapped  in  her  twisted 
body’’  —  and  which  merely  repeat  the 
parents’  point  of  view. 

A  high  priority  for  the  near  future  is  to 
develop  an  approach  to  the  press  and  broad¬ 
cast  media  that  will  focus  national  attention 
on  the  case.  Following  an  aggressive  letter 
campaign  last  winter,  60  Minutes  agreed  to 
cover  the  story  and  asked  that  the  letters 
stop;  then  the  story  was  cut  from  the  show’s 
list  of  projects.  Similarly,  Phil  Donahue 
planned  to  do  a  program,  but  cancelled  it 
when  the  Kowalskis  refused  to  appear.  (Pro¬ 
ducers  of  Donahue  have  indicated  that  if 
one  or  more  people  with  similar  experiences 
were  willing  to  appear,  they  might 
reschedule  the  show.)  Since  the  Washington 
meeting  the  Village  Voice  published  an  arti¬ 
cle  about  the  case,  which  has  led  to  inquiries 
by  CBS  and  National  Public  Radio  for 
longer  pieces  to  be  aired  nationally. 

In  the  discussion  of  political  pressure  as  a 
^  strategy,  Thompson  said  she  had  changed 
"Z  her  mind  about  its  effectiveness.  “I  looked 
at  the  political  arena  as  long-term,”  adding 
that  she  thought  elected  officials  would  not 
help  her  secure  Kowalski’s  release.  “I  was 
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Minority  AIDS  education 
targeted  for  funding 

An  amendment  to  Kennedy's  legislative  package  on  AIDS 
would  force  federal  support  for  community-based  efforts. 
But  the  Helms  amendment  could  stymie  the  plans. 


By  Chris  Bull 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  A  $200  million 
minority  AIDS  bill,  hailed  as  the  first 
federal  recognition  of  the  AIDS  epidemic  in 
communities  of  color,  has  been  received 
with  guarded  optimism  by  AIDS  educators. 

The  bill,  which  will  be  introduced  by  Sen. 
Arlen  Specter  (R-PA)  at  the  end  of 
November  as  an  addition  to  Senator  Ed¬ 
ward  Kennedy’s  (D-MA)  $946  million  com¬ 
prehensive  AIDS  bill,  would  provide  direct 
funding  to  community-based  minority 
AIDS  education  projects  chosen  by  the 
Health  and  Human  Services  Department’s 
(HHS)  office  of  Minority  Health. 

Although  AIDS  educators  generally  sup¬ 
port  the  bill,  some  expressed  concern  that 
HHS  would  censor  the  content  of  AIDS 
material  as  a  result  of  a  recent  amendment 
to  a  $126  billion  HHS  appropriations 
package.  The  amendment,  sponsored  by 
Senator  Jesse  Helms  (R-NC)  and  Rep. 
Robert  Dannemeyer  (R-CA),  prohibits  the 
use  of  federal  funds  for  educational  projects 
or  materials  that  “promote  or  encourage, 
directly  or  indirectly,  homosexual  sexual  ac¬ 
tivity  or  IV  drug  use.”  Regarded  by  gay  ac¬ 
tivists  as  one  of  the  most  homophobic  acts 
by  Congress  in  recent  memory,  the  legisla¬ 
tion  will  restrict  the  ability  of  AIDS 
educators  to  reach  populations  that  engage 
in  high-risk  drug  use  and/or  homosexual  ac¬ 
tivity.  The  amendment  passed  overwhelm¬ 
ingly  by  a  94-2  margin  in  the  Senate  and 
368-47  in  the  House.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  15, 
No.  15) 

The  HHS  appropriations  jneasure  is  cur¬ 
rently  being  considered  by  a  joint 
House/Senate  committee,  of  which  Specter 
is  a  member. 

Rita  Adessa,  Executive  Director  of  the 
Philadelphia  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force, 
said  Specter,  who  voted  for  the  Helms 
amendment,  was  guilty  of  “trying  to  play 


both  sides  of  the  fence  on  the  [AIDS  educa¬ 
tion]  issue.  This  is  a  blatant  contradiction.” 

According  to  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  (CDC),  AIDS  strikes  both  straight 
and  gay  people  of  color  in  greater  propor¬ 
tion  than  white  people.  Forty-two  percent  of 
people  with  AIDS  and  80  percent  of  women 
with  AIDS  are  Black  or  Latino. 

The  $200  million  minority  AIDS  funding 
in  Specter’s  proposal  is  intended  for 
community-based  organizations  to  do 
educational  outreach  tailored  to  the  specific 
needs  of  their  constitutents.  The  bill  pro¬ 
motes  “coordination,  technical  assistance, 
development  of  educational  materials  and 
promotional  strategies”  between  national 
and  local  AIDS  and  community  organiza¬ 
tions.  According  to  Eartha  Isaac,  legislative 
assistant  to  Specter,  the  bill  is  the  first 
federally  funded  measure  to  recognize  the 
severity  of  AIDS  among  Black,  Latino, 
Native  American  and  Asian  communities. 

Specter’s  office  cooperated  with  the  Na¬ 
tional  Urban  Coalition,  the  National 
Minority  AIDS  Council  (NMAC),  the  Na¬ 
tional  Black  Leadership  Roundtable,  the 
National  AIDS  Network  and  the  National 
Urban  League  in  writing  the  legislation. 

Community-based  AIDS  organizations 
have  consistently  lacked  funding,  resources, 
and  technical  assistance  for  minority  AIDS 
education  and  risk-reduction  outreach.  On 
March  18  a  group  of  national  minority 
organizations,  including  the  National 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Col¬ 
ored  People  and  NMAC,  filed  suit  against 
the  Los  Angeles  County  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors  for  racial  discrimination  in  the  alloca¬ 
tion  of  AIDS  education  funding.  Specter’s 
bill  bypasses  city  and  state  governments  in 
order  to  fund  grassroots  organizations 
directly. 

Continued  on  page  10 
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Quote  of  the  week 

‘  7  suppose  the  women  who  chose  to  stay 
on  the  job  and  chose  sterilization  were  glad 
to  have  that  choice.  Apparently  they  were.  ” 
—  Former  Supreme  Court  Justice 
nominee  Robert  Bork,  in  testimony  at  his 
confirmation  hearings.  Bork  was  explaining 
his  ruling  in  a  federal  appeals  court  case 
where  he  found  American  Cyanamid  Com¬ 
pany  had  not  violated  federal  law  when  it  re¬ 
quired  a  group  of  women  to  choose  between 
sterilization  and  losing  their  jobs. 

Bork  was  rejected  by  the  Senate,  52-48. 
The  quote  appeared  in  Plexus. 

Batterer  to  get 
royalties 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Charlotte  Ted¬ 
ders,  whose  book  Shattered  Dreams 
describes  her  experiences  as  a  battered  wife, 
will  be  forced  to  share  the  royalties  from  the 
book  with  her  batterer,  John  Tedders,  the 
former  chief  law  enforcement  officer  of  the 
Securities  and  Exchange  Commission. 

According  to  syndicated  columnist  Mary 
McGrory,  Charlotte  Tedders  caused  the 
White  House  embarrassment  in  1985  when 
she  spoke  out  about  her  husband’s  18  years 
of  battering.  Her  disclosure  was  reportedly 
motivated  by  Ronald  Reagan’s  State  of  the 
Union  address  promising  to  fight  “horrible 
crimes  like  sexual  abuse  and  family 
violence.’’ 

John  Tedders  told  domestic  relations 
master  John  S.  Mclnerney,  since  Shat¬ 
tered  Dreams  was  about  him,  he  deserved  a 
share  of  the  royalties.  Mclnerney  agreed  and 
ruled  the  batterer  will  get  25  percent  of  the 
royalties. 

McGrory’s  column  quotes  John  Tedders 
telling  the  court  “the  problem  is  that  by  hit¬ 
ting  her,  I  gave  her  control  over  me.” 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Retrovir  for  less 

CHARLESTON,  SC  —  Family  Phar¬ 
maceuticals  of  America,  Inc.,  will  make 
Retrovir  (AZT)  available  to  people  with 
AIDS  at  a  price  below  wholesale.  The  pro¬ 
gram  was  initiated  in  response  to  a 
Washington  Blade  article  which  reported 
the  varied  and  exhorbitant  prices  for  the 
drug. 

“We  have  put  together  similar  programs 
for  individuals  with  other  chronic  diseases,” 
said  Family  Pharmaceuticals  Vice  President 
W.  Kim  Richardson.  “With  AZT,  the  pro¬ 
blem  goes  beyond  just  price  —  which  is  con¬ 
siderable  —  to  include  availability  and  con¬ 
fidentiality.” 

The  pharmacy,  which  serves  people 
across  the  country  through  the  mail,  is  mak¬ 
ing  Retrovir  available  for  approximately  $200 
per  hundred  capsules,  including  shipping. 
Richardson  said  “The  cost  from  Burroughs 
Wellcome  for  Retrovir  may  vary,  but  we’ll 
keep  the  cost  about  10%  below  the  national 
average  wholesale  price....  Anyone  with  a 
valid  doctor’s  prescription  can  charge  their 
purchase  on  major  credit  cards  and  Family 
will  ship  the  medication  in  tamper-proof 
boxes  by  First  Class  mail,  assuring  that  all 
transactions  will  remain  confidential. 
Customers  may  use  a  pre-paymenEnjethod 
by  sending  a  cashier’s  check  or  money 
order  if  they  choose.” 

Richardson  reports  the  pharmacy  has 
received  “A  good  many  calls  about  the  pro¬ 
gram,  with  about  half-dozen  prescriptions 
filled.”  Individuals  can  enroll  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  by  calling  Family  Pharmacy  at 
1-800-922-3444. 

□  Christopher  Wittke 

With  civil 
libertarians  like 
this... 

BOSTON  —  In  an  Oct.  27  Boston  Herald 
opinion  piece,  civil  libertarian  Alex  Der- 
showitz  advocates  legislation  to  prosecute 
people  with  AIDS  who  engage  in  “un¬ 
protected  sex.”  Dershowitz  also  lauds  the 
prosecution  of  Adrian  Morris,  an  Army 
clerk  with  AIDS  convicted  of  having  “un¬ 
protected  sex.” 

“One  of  the  elements  in  any  such  crime 
must,  of  course,  be  the  defendant’s  actual 
knowledge  that  he  (or  she)  is  infected  with 


the  AIDS  virus  (or,  perhaps,  is  in  such  a 
high  risk  category  —  like  intravenous  drug 
users  —  that  he  must  presume  he  may  be  in¬ 
fected),”  wrote  Dershowitz.  “The  best 
evidence  of  actual  knowledge  would  be  proof 
that  the  defendant  was  told  he  had  tested 
positive  for  the  presence  of  the  HIV  an¬ 
tibodies.  But  here  is  the  rub:  The  results  of 
AIDS  tests  are  supposed  to  be 
confidential.” 

But  confidentiality  is  a  barrier  which  can 
be  overcome,  according  to  the  editorial. 
Dershowitz  notes  that  in  the  Morris  case  a 
court  ruled  that  test  results  “could  not  be 
used  as  evidence  of  ‘past  misconduct,’  such 
as  homosexual  acts  or  intravenous  drug  use. 
But  it  [the  court]  concluded  that  despite  the 
absolute  language  that  promised  confiden¬ 
tiality,  the  regulation  ‘does  not  prohibit  use 
of  test  results  where  they  directly  relate  to 
future  misconduct.’” 

□  Kim  Westheimer 

Puerto  Rican 
National  Gay 
Conference  a  first 

PUERTO  RICO  —  The  Colectivo  de 
Concientizacion  Gay  (CCG),  known  in 
English  as  the  Gay  Consciousness  Group, 
organized  the  first  conference  about 
homosexuality  to  be  held  on  the  island  of 
Puerto  Rico.  The  conference,  called 
“Perspectives  of  Homosexuality  in  Puerto 
Rico,”  took  place  Oct.  2  and  3. 

□  John  Hubert 

What’s  left  of 
What’s  Left 

BOSTON  —  The  collectively-run  com¬ 
munity  calendar  of  progressive  political  and 
cultural  events  in  Boston  has  stopped  pro¬ 
duction.  Members  of  the  What’s  Left  in 


A  Communify  Calendar  of  Progressive  Cultural  &  Political  Events 


Boston  collective  explained  their  relucfant 
but  inevitable  decision,  “We’re  tired  and 
have  run  out  of  money.” 

However,  the  Redbook  Store  collective  is 
soliciting  and  coordinating  people  interested 
in  carrying  on  with  What’s  Left.  The  group 
seeks  help  with  layout,  mailing,  soliciting 
listings  and  writing  copy.  Call  or  write  Red- 
book  at  92  Green  St.,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130;  522-1464. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Bad  eggs 

DES  MOINES,  lA  —  Despite  initial  inac¬ 
tion  by  police,  two  men  and  two  femak 
minors  have  been  charged  with  disorderly 
conduct  in  connection  with  an  egg-throwing 
incident  at  a  lesbian  and  gay  rights  rally  and 
march  in  downtown  Dubuque,  according  to 
the  Des  Moines  Register. 

.“I  had  no  idea  that  it  would  be  so  bad  and 
that  the  police  would  do  nothing  about  it,” 
said  Stacie  Neldaughter,  one  of  the 
September  event’s  organizers  and  a  member 
of  the  National  Organization  for  Women. 
“At  the  end  we  were  totally  bombed  with 
eggs.” 

Virginia  Lynns,  another  event  organizer, 
said  hecklers  threw  garbage  and  sticks  and 
several  men  riding  in  a  black  limousine 
“were  malicious  and  threatening.” 
Neldaughter  said  she  was  splattered  with 
eggs  three  times  and  had  shouted  to  police  for 
help.  “One  police  officer  told  them  to 
‘knock  it  off’  but  they  didn’t  arrest 
anyone,”  she  reported. 

Police  officials  met  with  march  organizers 
following  the  assaults  and  were  criticized  for 
refusing  to  arrest  any  hecklers  during  the  at¬ 
tack  and  for  failing  to  protect  the  marchers. 
Organizers  requested  a  formal  apology  from 
Dubuque  police,  but  were  refused. 

A  police  spokesperson  said  the  charges 
were  brought  when  witnesses  identified 
some  of  those  involved  in  the  incident. 

According  to  Neldaughter,  the  purpose  of 
the  march  and  rally  was  to  “educate  and 
celebrate  the  fact  that  we  are  gay  and  we  are 
different,  and  that  we  have  the  strength  to 


continue  living.  In  a  society  like  this  it  takes 
a  lot  of  strength.” 

“I’m  sure  our  detractors  thought  they 
could  shout  us  down,”  said  Lynns,  “but  they 
didn’t.  They  think  we  won’t  be  back  next 
year.  But  we’ll  be  back  and  we’ll  have 
friends.  It  will  be  twice  as  big  next  year.” 

□  Christopher  Wittke 

Anti-March  violence 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Three  teenagers 
reportedly  tore  a  welcome  banner  from  a 
local  bar  and  burned  it  in  front  of  the  Lamb¬ 
da  Rising  bookstore,  two  days  after  the 
March,  according  to  the  Washington  Blade. 

The  banner  was  hung  by  the  bar  Rascals 
and  read  “Rascals  Welcomes  you  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  March  on  Washington.” 

Will  Guilliam,  night  manager  at  Lambda 
Rising,  said  the  teens  fled  when  they  were 
confronted  by  bookstore  staff. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Bring  it  on  home 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  (NGLTF)  is 
distributing  political  action  packets  “to  in¬ 
form,  inflame  and  inspire  gay  and  lesbian 
activists  and  organizers”  working  on  lesbian 
and  gay  issues  in  their  states. 

“We  cannot  afford  to  let  the  politicians 
muddle  through  these  issues  on  their  own,” 
said  Sue  Hyde,  NGLTF’s  Privacy  Project 
director. 

Focused  on  five  central  issues  —  sodomy 
laws,  AIDS,  family  issues,  hate  crimes  and 
civil  rights  protection  —  the  packets  include 
fact  sheets  on  legislative  campaigns  of  the 
past  year.  Also  included  are  resource 
materials  to  help  activists  develop  effective 
statewide  action  networks. 

Packets  may  be  obtained  by  writing  the 
NGLTF  State  Action  Lobby,  1517  U  St. 
NW,  Washington,  D.C.  20009. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Kids  have  a  right  to 
learn 

BUCKLAND,  MA  —  Despite  protests 
from  area  clergy,  students  in  a  sociology 
class  at  Mohawk  Trail  Regional  High 
School  heard  a  presentation  by  lesbian  and 
gay  speakers. 

A  pastor  at  the  Greenfield  Alliance 
Church,  John  Temple,  requested  a 
postponement  of  the  presentation  until  the 
school  committee  could  discuss  the  matter. 
“To  me  it’s  a  moral  and  religious  principle 
these  people  are  violating,”  Temple  told  the 
Greenfield  Recorder.  “Homosexuality  is  a 
perversion.  It’s  not  normal.  I  want  the 
school  to  reconsider  this  decision,  to  think 
about  the  ramifications  on  the  students’ 
lives,”  he  said. 

Philip  Dzialo,  the  school’s  principal, 
refused  to  postpone  the  presentation,  which 
he  said  was  part  of  a  large  curriculum  on 
discrimination  against  minority  groups. 
Dzialo  told  GCN  “Kids  have  a  right  to  learn 
about  these  issues.  There  has  been  some 
pressure,  but  we  refused  to  budge.” 

Dzialo  said  a  lesbian  and  a  gay  man  from 
Face  to  Face,  an  Amherst  speakers  group, 
talked  to  the  sociology  class  without  inci¬ 
dent. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 
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Handling 
the  Holidays 

for  parents  of  gays  and 
lesbians  and  for  gays 
and  lesbians 

•  groups  for  support 
and  sharing 

•  plan  ahead  for  family 
visits 

•  move  past  “survival” 
to  better  relationships 

•  new  ideas,  new  moves 

Holiday  Workshops 
Saturdays  11/7,  11/14,  12/5 
Monday  PM  11/30,  12/7,^12/14 

Jean  Chapin  Smith,  LICSW 

jTf  Straight  parent  of  gay  children 

(617)  876-2113 


Desperately  Seeking 
Anybody 

to  fill  the  void  your  lover  left 
. .  .to  prove  you  are  still 
attractive. .  .to  show  them 
you  don’t  care. .  .to  get 
through  the  night,  no  matter 
what  the  cost. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 


596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets;  Central  Square) 


Stuffing  Party! 


Stuff  on  Food!  * 

Stuff  on  New  Friends! 
Stuff  on  Conversation! 
Stuff  GCN  in  Envelopes! 

Each  and  every  Friday  night 

Gay  Community  News 

62  Berkeley  St.  (617)426-4469 

‘FOOD  STUFFS  THANKS  TO 
DOWNTOWN  CAFE 


And  the  March  goes  on 

'The  QuilV  and  civil  disobedience  are  on  the 
agenda  for  Boston  activists 


Oregon  orders  gay  rights 

But  right-wing  activists  begin  petition  drive  to  overturn 
gay  victories  on  state  and  city  levels 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  The  March  on  Washington 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  has  sparked  new 
enthusiasm  for  local  lesbian  and  gay  activism. 
Nearly  100  people,  many  of  whom  were  not 
politically  active  prior  to  the  March,  attend¬ 
ed  an  October  21  post-March  meeting 
organized  by  the  Boston  March  Committee. 

“Now  that  the  March  is  over,  the  work 
starts,”  said  Black  gay  activist  David 
Johnson.  Johnson,  quoting  the  title  of  a 
book  by  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.,  said 
Boston  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  faced  with 
deciding,  “Where  do  we  go  from  here  — 
community  or  chaos?” 

Viewing  the  AIDS  quilt,  an  enormous 
tapestry  commemorating  people  who  have 
died  of  AIDS,  had  a  large  impact  on  many 
who  attended  the  meeting.  One  man  said  he 
was  moved  to  become  an  AIDS  activist  after 
he  discovered  the  names  of  five  people 
whom  he  used  to  know  on  the  quilt.  The 
man  had  not  known  the  five  had  contracted 
AIDS. 

Plans  to  bring  the  AIDS  quilt  to  Boston 
and  a  proposal  to  form  an  organization 
similar  to  ACT  UP  were  met  enthusiastical¬ 
ly.  ACT  UP  is  a  New  York-based  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivist  group  which  has  organized  numerous 
demonstrations,  many  of  which  have  in¬ 


cluded  civil  disobedience.  The  possibility  of 
creating  a  direct  action  organization  similar 
to  ACT  UP  but  which  would  focus  on  a 
broad  range  of  issues  was  also  discussed. 

Other  possibilities  for  organizing  include 
forming  a  media  watch  committee,  lobbying 
for  the  Massachusetts  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  Bill,  protesting  the  Helms  Amend¬ 
ment  —  which  bans  federal  funding  of  sex¬ 
ually  explicit  material  —  and  fighting  the  fir¬ 
ing  of  two  aides  to  gay  Boston  City  Coun¬ 
cilor  David  Scondras  by  the  city  council. 
The  aides  were  fired  for  their  involvement  in 
a  group  which  advocates  fair  trials  for  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  charged  with  sex  with 
minors.  Several  committees  were  formed  to 
address  these  issues.  In  addition,  a  cam¬ 
paign  to  urge  senators  to  pass  the  lesbian 
and  gay  rights  bill  was  launched.  Meeting 
participants  urged  supporters  of  the  bill, 
H5469,  to  call  the  state  senate  every  Thursday 
until  the  Senate  votes  on  the  bill. 

“The  March  increased  the  number  of 
people  who  are  taking  our  liberation  and 
rights  more  seriously,”  said  Boston  March 
organizer  Judy  Andler.  “By  going  to 
Washington  we  saw  a  glimpse  of  the  future 
and  more  people  are  ready  to  work  on  it 

Continued  on  page  10 


^Birthday  mugger’ 
hit  P-town  first 

Summer  incidents  match  Cambridge  assaults 
by  drug-wielding  robber 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

PROVINCETOWN  —  A  number  of  gay 
men  were  drugged  and  robbed  here  over  the 
summer.  The  incidents  are  nearly  identical 
to  those  reported  in  Cambridge  in 
September  and  October  of  this  year.  [See 
GCN,  Vol.  15,  No.  15]  A  man  who  calls 
himself  Dominic  Perini  reportedly  commit¬ 
ted  the  Cambridge  crimes  which  took  place 
in  the  Paradise,  a  gay  bar. 

In  each  case,  the  man  approached  his 
target,  said  it  was  his  birthday  and  offered 
to  buy  a  drink.  Those  who  consumed  the 
drink  blacked  out  and  awoke  hours  later  in 
their  homes.  Each  man  was  robbed. 

Provincetown  Police  Detective  Warren 
Tobias  provided  the  following  outlines  of 
the  Provincetown  incidents,  all  of  which 
took  place  at  the  Atlantic  House,  a  gay  bar. 

Two  Detroit  men  and  one  Provincetown 
resident  were  drugged  and  robbed  on  June 
25.  Approximately  $5000  in  clothing, 
jewelry  and  cash  were  stolen  from  the  men 
who  woke  up  in  the  home  of  the  Pro¬ 
vincetown  man. 

On  August  4  a  man  from  the  Lowell  area 
was  drugged  and  blacked  out  for  almost  an 
entire  day.  He  lost  $200  in  cash  and  some 
credit  cards. 


Camera  equipment,  a  driver’s  license,  a 
watch,  and  credit  cards  were  stolen  from  a 
man  who  was  assaulted  in  a  similar  incident 
on  August  29. 

A  man  who  lives  on  the  Cape  was  targeted 
by  the  assailant  on  September  8.  He  lost  $70 
and  his  credit  cards. 

In  another  case,  said  Tobias,  a  man  who 
fits  the  description  of  the  assailant  in  the 
above  incidents  reportedly  robbed  a  man 
after  buying  him  a  drink  at  the  Atlantic 
House.  The  man  who  was  robbed  ended  up 
in  protective  custody  because  authorities 
thought  he  was  under  the  influence  of 
alcohol.  The  man  asserted  he  only  had  one 
drink.  Tobias  surmised  the  man  received  a 
smaller  amount  of  the  drug  or  had  a  higher 
tolerance  for  it  than  the  other  victims. 

“Someone  could  easily  have  died  from 
this,”  said  Tobias.  The  drug  Serax,  a 
prescription  anti-anxiety  drug  which  is  par¬ 
ticularly  dangerous  when  mixed  with 
alcohol,  was  used  in  all  the  crimes.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  searching  for  the  perpetrator  of  the 
crimes,  Tobias  said  he  is  investigating  the 
source  of  the  drug.  □ 


LaLonde  vigil 


Candlelight  vigil  Oct.  19  outside  Boston  Sute  House  in  support  of  Virginia  ULonde’s  struggle  for  custody  of 
her  daughter  Nicole.  LaLonde  was  jailed  for  six  months  for  hiding  Nicole  from  Stephen  LaLonde,  the  child’s 
father.  She  accuses  him  of  molesting  Nicole.  LaLonde  was  releasd  when  Mass,  authorities  located  the  child 
in  North  Carolina  and  brought  her  back  to  the  state. 


By  Betsy  Brown 

SALEM,  OR  —  Gov.  Neil  Goldschmidt 
has  signed  an  executive  order  forbidding 
most  state  agencies  to  discriminate  against 
lesbians,  gay  men,  and  bisexuals.  The  order, 
which  took  effect  Oct.  15,  is  not  as  far- 
reaching  as  a  proposal  the  state  chapters  of 
the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU) 
had  sent  to  the  governor.  Nevertheless,  pro¬ 
gay  activists  are  greeting  it  as  an  important 
boost  to  their  efforts  to  pass  a  lesbian/gay 
rights  bill  in  the  Oregon  legislature. 

Meanwhile,  right-wing  groups  are  plan¬ 
ning  ballot  measure  campaigns  against 
Goldschmidt’s  executive  order,  and  against 
that  part  of  a  Portland  city  ordinance  which 
bans  discrimination  against  city  employees 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 

Goldschmidt’s  order  prohibits 
discrimination  in  the  provision  of  state  ser¬ 
vices,  and  the  hiring  and  treatment  of  state 
employees.  Unlike  the  ACLU’s  draft,  it 
does  not  affect  the  employment  and 
management  practices  of  private  companies 
holding  state  contracts. 

A  number  of  state  bodies  also  are  exemp¬ 
ted  from  the  order.  These  include  the 
legislature  and  courts,  as  well  as  agencies 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  an  elected  official 
other  than  the  governor.  Goldschmidt 
claims  to  lack  the  authority  to  set  policy  in 
those  areas. 

The  Oregon  National  Guard  is  exempted 
from  the  order,  “to  the  extent... it  would 
conflict  with  federal  statutes,  regulations,  or 
policies  binding  on  the  Guard.”  Also  ex¬ 
cluded  are  prison  regulations  prohibiting 
“sexual  conduct”  by  prisoners. 

According  to  Don  Powell  of  Eugene,  who 
works  with  the  Right  to  Privacy  Political 
Action  Committee,  “The  order  itself  was 


not  as  all-inclusive  as  we  would  have  liked.” 
But  Powell  added,  “It’s  something  we’ve 
wanted  for  ten  years.”  In  1977,  then-Gov. 
Bob  Straub’s  task  force  on  gay  and  lesbian 
rights  suggested  such  an  order. 

“It’s  going  to  have  a  very  positive  effect 
in  the  next  session  of  the  legislature,” 
Powell  said.  The  1987  Oregon  legislature 
failed  to  vote  on  a  bill  that  would  have 
outlawed  discrimination  based  on  sexual 
orientation  in  housing,  employment,  educa¬ 
tion,  and  public  accommodations. 

Powell  said  the  Right  to  Privacy  PAC  will 
send  letters  to  the  heads  of  state  depart¬ 
ments  not  affected  by  Goldschmidt’s  order, 
asking  them  to  issue  similar  orders  of  their 
own.  These  elected  officials  include  the 
secretary  of  state,  the  attorney  general,  the 
state  treasurer,  the  superintendent  of  public 
instruction,  and  the  commissioner  of  labor 
and  industry. 

Although  Goldschmidt’s  executive  order 
specifically  rules  out  affirmative  action  bas¬ 
ed  on  sexual  preference,  some  state  Repub¬ 
lican  leaders  insist  the  governor  has  granted 
special  privileges  to  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
They  say  the  issue  of  gay  rights  should  be 
left  to  the  legislature  to  decide. 

The  Associated  Press  quoted  state 
GOP  Chair  T.J.  Bailey  claiming  party 
workers  are  drafting  a  ballot  measure  which 
would  prevent  any  individual  elected  official 
from  setting  policy  on  gay  rights.  Anti-gay 
forces  would  need  to  gather  63,578  sig¬ 
natures  to  place  such  a  measure  on  the  ballot 
—  or  84,770  signatures  if  it  takes  the  form  of 
a  constitutional  amendment.  “I’m  not  sure 
they’re  organized  enough  to  get  those 
signatures,”  said  Powell. 

Continued  on  page  12 


New  ruling  in 
foster  care  suit 

Plaintiffs  are  closer  to  viewing  documents  the  Dukakis 
administration  seeks  to  withhold  from  the  public.  Included  in 
the  unexamined  file  are  memos  from  the  Human  Service 
Secretary’s  wife 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  The  administration  of  Gov. 
Michael  Dukakis  cannot  withhold 
documents  from  the  parties  who  are  legally 
challenging  the  administration’s  foster  care 
policy,  according  to  Massachusetts  Superior 
Court  ■  Judge  James  Lynch,  Jr.  But  at 
Lynch’s  request,  his  decision  will  be  review¬ 
ed  by  a  Massachusetts  appeals  court  before 
the  documents  can  be  released. 

The  foster  care  policy,  established  in  May 
of  1985,  virtually  prohibits  lesbians  or  gay 
men  from  becoming  foster  parents.  A  suit 
challenging  the  policy  was  filed  on  behalf  of 
foster  parents  in  January  of  last  year.  It 
asserts  the  policy  violates  due  process,  equal 
protection  and  privacy  rights  of  those  bar¬ 
red  from  becoming  foster  parents. 

Lynch’s  ruling  denied  a  motion  by 
Human  Service  Secretary  Philip  Johnston  to 
keep  32  administrative  documents  private 
on  the  grounds  of  executive  privilege.  The 
documents,  primarily  internal  memos  regar¬ 
ding  the  foster  care  policy  include: 

•several  memos  by  Johnston  to 
Dukakis  containing  “opinions,  con¬ 
clusions  and  advice”  about  the  foster 
care  policy. 

•two  memos  from  Beverly  Johnston, 
the  Human  Service  Secretary’s  wife. 
According  to  Philip  Johnston,  his 
wife,  a  social  worker,  wrote  the 
memos  addressing  “clinical  issues 
raised  by  placement  of  foster  children 
with  homosexual  foster  and  adoptive 
parents,”  at  his  request. 

•a  memo  to  Dukakis  from  Edward 
Loughran,  former  Deputy  Commi- 
sioner  of  the  Department  of  Youth 
Service.  The  memo  “concerns  the  in¬ 
dependent  decision  by  a  private  foster 
care  agency  to  remove  a  child  from 
the  home  of  a  gay  foster  parent,” 
stated  Johnston. 

•a  memo  to  Dukakis  from  Johnston 
written  prior  to  a  meeting  the  two  men 
were  to  have  with  the  Directors  of 
Catholic  Charities.  According  to 


Johnston,  the  memorandum  “con¬ 
tains  my  advice  and  recommenda¬ 
tions  to  him  [Dukakis]  as  to  dealing 
with  the  issues  likely  to  arise  in  this 
meeting  with  these  private  foster  care 
providers.” 

•a  memo  to  Dukakis  from  his  Chief 
of  Operations,  John  DeVillers.  “It 
contains  evidence  of  Mr.  DeVillers’ 
thought  processes  regarding  foster 
care  policy  and  his  opinions  and  ad¬ 
vice  to  Governor  Dukakis  as  to  how 
to  respond  to  public  expressions  of 
opinion  regarding  the  policy,”  stated 
Johnston. 

The  documents  are  a  crucial  component 
of  the  suit  against  Johnston,  argue  the  plain¬ 
tiffs  who  include  two  gay  men  from  whom 
foster  children  were  taken  following  sensa¬ 
tionalist  media  coverage  about  gay  foster 
parents. 

In  his  decision.  Lynch  stated  that  “pro¬ 
tection  of  some  internal  communications” 
under  the  guise  of  executive  privilege,  “has 
intrinsic  merit.”  Lynch  wrote  that  documents 
which  are  part  of  “the  deliberate  process  by 
which  a  decision  is  made”  are  particularly 
likely  to  fall  under  executive  privilege.  But 
Lynch  maintained  that  executive  privilege, 
which  has  been  recognized  under  federal 
law,  has  not  been  recognized  by  the  courts  in 
Massachusetts. 

Even  if  an  appeals  court  recognizes  the 
right  to  executive  privilege,  approximately 
half  of  the  documents  the  administration  is 
attempting  to  withhold  would  not  fall  under 
the  privilege,  according  to  Lynch. 

Lynch’s  ruling  is  “a  victory  and  then  it 
isn’t,”  said  Kevin  Cathcart,  director  of  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders.  “1 
think  it’s  important  that  the  Superior  Court 
did  not  find  that  the  state’s  sweeping  claims 
of  privilege  were  justified.”  But  Lynch’s 
decision  to  send  the  motion  to  an  appeals 
court  will  delay  prosecution  of  the  case  and 
the  appeals  court  could  reverse  Lynch’s  opi¬ 
nion,  added  Cathcart.  □ 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN 
THREE  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 

■ 

Bad  Attitude  hot  and 
important 

Dear  GCN: 

I  have  received  many  supportive  and 
critical  reactions  to  my  centerspread  on 
dykes  and  safe  sex  (GCN  Vol.  15,  No.  5);  the  on¬ 
ly  one  which  distressed  me  was  a 
misunderstanding  by  some  that  my  mention 
of  the  lesbian  sex  magazine  Bad  Attitude 
was  meant  as  a  criticism.  I  am  writing  to 
clarify  my  comment,  since  I  support  B.A. 

My  intended  point;  practicing  safe/safer 
sex  needn’t  make  sex  dreary,  as  many  les¬ 
bians  fear.  Dykes  can  learn  from  those  gay 
men  who  are  eroticizing  safer  sex  and  who 
are  finding  that  safer  sex  ideas  and  toys  have 
actually  added  to  their  sexual  lust  and  fun. 

I  brought  in  the  comparison  of  B.A^io 
emphasize  my  point.  I  explained  some  of  the 
games/scenes  I  have  heard  about  from  my 
■  closest  gay  male  friend  have  turned  me  on 
even  more  than  reading  Bad  Attitude,  a 
magazine  I  assume  most  of  us  would  agree  is 
pretty  damn  good. 

Some  readers  have  told  me  they  found  the 
comparison  confusing  and  that  it  inadver¬ 
tently  played  into  the  notion  that  lesbian  sex 
—  all  female  sexuality  in  fact  —  is  bland,  in¬ 
frequent,  and  less  hot  and  active  than  male 
sex/sexuality.  Of  course  this  is  exactly  the 
opposite  of  what  the  pictures  and  the  article 
were  intended  to  convey,  and  I  would  like  to 
see  more  affirmation  of  female  lust  and  sex 
in  general,  as  well  as  discussion  in  GCN  of 
what  dykes  and  fags  can  learn  from  each 
other  by  talking  explicitly  together  about 
sex. 

1  apologize  for  any  misunderstandings 
and  I  want  to  acknowledge  the  hard  work  of 
B.A.  collective  members,  people  who 
publish  hot  stuff  many  of  us  rush  to 
read/look  at  four  times  a  year.  I  value  this 
work  personally  and  politically  (and  I  en¬ 
courage  dykes  who  haven’t  seen  B.A.  to 
check  it  out).  Especially  after  publishing  the 
dykes  and  safe  sex  piece  without  a 
pseudonym,  I  know  the  kind  of  difficult 
reactions  people  get  when  writing  frankly 
and  personally  about  sex  (although  the 
thank  yous  and  supportive  leers  make  it  all 
worthwhile!). 

_  Laurie  Sherman 

H  Cambridge,  MA 

Some  info  is  available  on 
dykes  and  safe  sex 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  surprised  Liz  O’Lexa  of  the  Alter¬ 
native  Press  Center  didn’t  know  of  several 
dykes  and  safer  sex  pieces  which  appeared  in 
’85  and  ’86  publications.  Dykes  are  beginn¬ 
ing  to  wake  up  about  AIDS  and  risk 
behaviors,  as  opposed  to  risk  groups. 

Cindy  Patton  wrote  a  piece  for  Sojourner 
in  1985  called  “The  Feminist  Response  to 
AIDS,’’  which  included  safer  sex  info. 
Following  on  the  On  Our  Backs  pieces,  I 
wrote  an  article  for  Bay  Windows  on  the 
subject  of  dykes  and  safer  sex  in  July  of  1986 
and  for  GCN  in  the  October  12-16,  1986 
issue  (the  cover  was  “Lesbians  Face  the 
AIDS  Epidemic’’). 

Veneita  Porter,  Executive  Director  of 
Rhode  Island  Project  AIDS  and  I  presented 
on  Safer  Sex  at  the  first  Women  and  AIDS 
Conference  in  Bo.ston  that  month.  Look  for 
the  second  annual  Women  and  AIDS  Con¬ 
ference  here  in  Boston  April  9,  1988. 

Off  our  backs  declined  to  publish  safer 
sex  guidelines  when  they  ran  a  May  1986 
Women  and  AIDS  piece  because  they  con¬ 
sidered  the  On  Our  Backs  piece  to  be  “too 
vague  and  broad  to  be  useful.’’  Sojourner 
only  recently  ran  guidelines  (}u\y  1987)  and  I 
haven’t  seen  other  women-oriented  publica¬ 
tions  running  ’em  —  certainly  not  regularly. 
AIDS  is  the  leading  killer  of  women  in  New 
York  City  from  25-34  years  old,  lesbians 
among  them. 

Lastly,  the  only  lesbian-specific  AIDS 
brochure  I’ve  seen  is  out  of  San  Francisco 
(of  course):  “Lesbians  and  AIDS:  What’s 


the  Connection?’’  c/o  S.F.  AIDS  Founda¬ 
tion,  333  Valencia  St.,  S.F.  CA  94103. 

Let’s  hope  Laurie’s  piece  {GCN  Vol.  15 
yS'5)  is  not  the  last  one  on  the  subject  incor¬ 
porating  humor,  a  pro-sex  perspective  and 
informative  news  on  AIDS  and  on  other  sex¬ 
ually  transmitted  diseases  (another  silent 
frontier  for  dykes). 

Sincerely, 
Marea  Murray 

I  Allston,  MA 

Dukakis  is  the  candidate  of 
choice 

Dear  GCN: 

For  many  months  I  was  having  difficulty 
deciding  whether  to  support  Governor 
Dukakis  for  the  presidency.  In  1982,  I  was  a 
Dukakis  delegate  at  the  State  Democratic 
Convention  and  I  have  done  some  level  of 
campaign  work  in  three  of  his  four  guber¬ 
natorial  campaigns.  His  stances  on  foster 
care  and  AIDS  (regarding  insurance)  have 
been  my  reasons  for  indecision.  My  final 
decision,  just  made  in  the  last  month,  is  to 
support  Governor  Dukakis. 

In  examining  what  values  the  next  presi¬ 
dent  should  have  and  what  duties  he  will 
have,  my  decision  to  support  Dukakis  is  an 
analysis  of  many  different  issues  and  a  few 
compromises.  I  see  two  problems  regarding 
the  gay  community  and  the  1988  presidential 
race.  First,  many  are  quick  to  criticize  the 
presidential  offerings  (especially  the 
Dukakis  candidacy),  but  few  are  offering 
viable  alternatives.  This  is  at  a  time  when 
Bush  and  Dole  each,  according  to  the  polls, 
would  beat  any  of  the  Democratic  con¬ 
tenders.  (I  am  going  under  the  assumption 
that  a  vast  majority  of  the  readers  would 
prefer  a  Democrat  over  a  Republican  in  the 
White  House.) 

I  saw  very  few  presidential  campaign  but¬ 
tons  on  the  lapels  of  those  chanting  anti- 
Dukakis  ditties  down  at  the  D.C.  march. 
The  presidential  choices  may  not  be  ideal 
but  if  the  gay  community  is  seeking  a  can¬ 
didate  to  satisfy  their  l(X)0-point  checklist, 
the  search  for  the  ideal  candidate  will  still  be 
on  when  President  Bush  is  up  for  re- 
election.  Politics  means  compromise  and 
oftentimes  the  gay  community  has  problems 
doing  precisely  that. 

Secondly,  we  need  to  honestly  evaluate 
the  gay  community’s  strength.  For  example, 
the  gay  community  was  going  to  reveal  in 
the  1986  gubernatorial  race  how  bad 
Dukakis  was  and  get  him  defeated.  That 
failed,  so  the  gay  community  was  going  to 
prevent  an  imminent  landslide  victory.  That 
also  failed.  It  got  us  nowhere  fast  and  won 
us  few  political  allies.  “If  you  can’t  beat 
’em,  join  ’em’’  need  not  be  our 
community’s  battle  cry,  but  in  order  to  ad¬ 
vance  our  causes,  incremental  steps  are  bet¬ 
ter  than  none.  Rather  than  focus  on  negative 
campaigning,  how  about  picking  a  winnable 
candidate,  supporting  him,  and  preventing 
another  eight  years  of  the  Reagan  legacy? 

Another  issue  I’d  like  to  address  is  the 
new  sport  of  “Duke-bashing.”  In  the  Oc¬ 
tober  4-10  issue  of  GCN,  the  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Defense  Committee  wrote  an  article 
headlined  “Dukakis’  Presidential  Cam¬ 
paign  Threatens  Our  Humanity.”  Pointing 
out  the  Governor’s  failures  and  weaknesses 
is  one  thing,  but  Dukakis  a  threat  to  our 
HUMANITY  —  who  wrote  this  headline, 
Lyndon  LaRouchel?  There  are  several 
politicians  who  may  threaten  our  humanity, 
perhaps  our  current  President.  I  would  sug¬ 
gest  Governors  Sununu,  Deukmejian  and 
Meechum  as  more  threatening  to  our 
“humanity”  on  the  gubernatorial  level  than 
Dukakis. 

The  author  of  the  above-cited  article  is 
correct  in  noting  our  lack  of  political 
pragmatism.  We  sit  in  what  is  one  of  the 
most  liberal,  pro-human  services,  prosper¬ 
ous  states  in  the  union  and  some  make  it 
sound  like  we  live  in  Iran!  1  feel  this  lack  of 
pragmatism  goes  beyond  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty  in  regards  to  the  Dukakis  campaign,  but 
to  many  political  decisions.  Look  at  our 
political  wins  as  of  late.  There  have  been 
some,  but  have  they  been  because  of  gay 
politial  unity,  or  as  a  result  of  well-reasoned 
politicians  and  constituencies? 

Our  “humanity”  will  not  be  threatened 
by  any  of  the  presidential  candidates,  but 
I’d  rather  have  four  years  of  someone  who, 
when  my  1000-point  issues  checklist  is  ap¬ 
plied,  1  feel  is  best  for  the  COUNTRY  and 
the  gay  community.  Come  November,  1988, 
millions  of  Americans  will  go  to  the  polls 
and  elect  a  candidate  with  or  without  the  gay 
community’s  blessings.  Save  the  time  and 
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SUSTAIN  GCN 
And  yourself  and  your  community. 


Keeping  GCN  going  keeps  you  going.  GCN’s  news  stories,  features 
and  letters  inform  you,  entertain  you.  and  activate  you. 

Join  over  75  Sustainers  nationwide  who  have  pledged  to  support  a 
special  GCN  project,  and  to  play  a  vital  role  in  keeping  GCN  alive. 
And  kicking. 
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send  your  pledge  all  at  once,  or  in  installments  throughout  the  year, 
preceded  by  GCN’s  friendly  reminders.  Your  1987  pledge  is  ear¬ 
marked  to  cover  some  of  the  cost  of  our  recent  move  (think  of  it  as 
a  rent  party  that  lasts  ail  year).  In  addition,  we  hope  to  raise  enough 
Sustainer  money  to  purchase  a  sut  camera,  a  piece  of  equipment 
which  will  greatly  reduce  our  weekly  production  costs. 

In  return,  we’ll  send  you; 

•  a  year’s  subscription  to  GCN 

•  two  complimentary  12-week  subscriptions  for  friends,  lovers, 
family,  co-workers,  your  boss... 


•  an  invitation  to  our  annual  Sustainer  Party  bash,  hosted  by  GCN’s 
board  of  directors 

•  our  love  and  appreciation  for  supporting  the  country's  oldest  gay 
and  lesbian  newsweekly. 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


energy  used  in  negative  campaigning  and 
channel  it  towards  a  candidate  of  your 
choice.  For  me,  Michael  Dukakis  is  best 
qualified,  and  therefore  my  candidate  of 
choice. 

_  D.J.  Wilson 

H  Brighton,  MA 


Please  send  your  letters  to:  Stephen 
Westfall,  P.O.  Box  11509,  Cleveland  Park 
Station,  Washington,  DC,  20008. 

Fraternally, 

_  Stephen  Westfall 

H  Washington,  DC 


3 14  gays  count  as  one  person? 

Dear  GCN: 

The  final  estimate  of  the  crowd  size  at  the 
Oct.  1 1  March  on  Washington  for  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Civil  Rights  was  650,000.  This 
figure  was  confirmed  not  only  by  the  march 
organizers,  but  by  the  Metropolitan  Police 
of  Washington,  D.C.,  and  was  reported  by 
Knight-Ridder  Newspapers  in  an  article  by 
Carl  M.  Gannon  and  Bart  Green wald, 
published  (presumably,  among  many  other 
places)  in  the  Akron,  Ohio  Beacon-Journal 
on  Oct.  12.  Yet  most  of  the  media  reported 
only  the  estimate  of  the  National  Park  Ser¬ 
vice  Police  (200,000). 

There  is  no  mistaking  the  syntax  or  the  in¬ 
tent  of  the  Knight-Ridder  article,  which 
reads,  “...the  final  estimate  of  the 
organizers  and  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Department  was  650,000,  though  the  Na¬ 
tional  Park  Service  put  the  number  of  par¬ 
ticipants  at  200,000.”  How  come  the 
Metropolitan  Police  saw  450,0{X)  more 
demonstrators  than  did  the  Park  Service 
Police?  Was  it  done  with  mirrors?  Or  did  the 
Park  Service  Police  figure  it  took  3  'A  gays  to 
count  for  one  “person?” 

Seriously,  I  wish  you’d  make  an  effort  to 
clear  up  this  jarring  descrepancy.  After  all, 
the  National  Park  Service  Police  are  part  of 
the  federal  government  (rabidly  anti-gay 
under  the  Reagan  administration),  and 
while  I  can  understand  that  gay  activists 
would  have  an  interest  in  maximizing  any 
estimate  of  the  crowd  size,  1  cannot  unders¬ 
tand  why  the  Washington,  D.C. 
Metropolitan  Police  Department  would  en¬ 
dorse  a  figure  it  believed  to  be  inaccurate, 
nor  why  that  endorsement  should  be  ig¬ 
nored  by  most  of  the  news  media.  In  short,  I 
smell  “disinformation.”  Did  gay  activists  in 
Metropolitan  Policemen’s  clothing  bam¬ 
boozle  poor  Knight-Ridder,  or  has  Reagan’s 
federal  disinformation  machine  managed  to 
bend  reality  to  its  own  purposes  once  more? 

Sincerely  interested  to  know, 
Stephen  Gawronski 
H  Hammond,  IN 

The  great  march  letters 
project 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  so  emotionally  moved  by  the  March 
on  Washington  for  love  and  life,  October 
10-11,  that  I  must  thank  you,  my  gay  and 
lesbian  brothers  and  sisters,  our  friends  and 
relatives,  for  coming  to  my  home  and  mak¬ 
ing  my  city  so  beautiful  with  your  love  and 
solidarity.  I  will  carry  the  experience  with 
me  always  and  it  will  nourish  me  in  a  million 
situations. 

I  want  to  honor  and  enhance  the  love  and 
communication  we  created  in  Washington 
by  keeping  the  spirit  of  the  March  alive.  I 
want  to  do  this  by  publishing  a  compilation 
of  letters  expressing  the  feelings,  thoughts 
and  experiences  of  those  of  you  who  came  to 
Washington  and  participated  in  the  March. 

The  March  was  a  unique  experience  in  all 
of  our  lives  and  it  will  make  our  community 
stronger  if  we  know  how  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  gay  and  lesbian  people  and 
their  friends  and  relatives  felt  about  the 
March.  It  will  be  more  than  a  souvenir,  it 
will  be  a  tangible  reminder  of  our  individual 
and  collective  aspirations.  Therefore,  1  call 
it  the  Great  March  Letters  Project. 

1  am  sending  this  letter  to  gay  and  lesbian 
newspapers  and  bookstores  across  the  coun¬ 
try  to  reach  as  many  as  I  can  that  came  to  the 
March.  You  can  help  me  tell  others  about 
the  letters  project,  if  you  will,  and  con¬ 
tribute  a  valuable  page  to  our  history. 

As  a  practical  matter,  I  ask  you  to  write 
LEGIBLY  on  WHITE  PAPER,  using 
typewriter  or  DARK  INK.  Please  include 
where  you  live,  your  age  and  whether  you 
are  a  gay  man,  a  lesbian  or  a  friend  or 
relative.  Include  only  your  initials  on  the  let¬ 
ter  if  you  do  not  want  your  name  published. 
I  will  photocopy  your  letter;  1  cannot 
transcribe  it  or  decipher  it.  If  you  have  other 
correspondence,  please  include  it  on  a 
separate  sheet.  I  do  not  have  the  resources 
to  respond  to  inquiries,  but  1  will  place  an 
announcement  in  this  paper  or  bookstore 
when  the  Great  March  Letters  Project  is 
available. 


This  is  not  punishment; 
this  is  total  disregard 

Dear  GCN: 

Prison  is  the  product  of  a  society  that 
refuses  to  consider  alternatives  to  incarcera¬ 
tion.  As  a  people,  society’s  thirst  for  revenge 
only  proves  to  demonstrate  their  ignorance 
in  dealing  with  social  conflicts.  Punishment 
would  be  preferred  to  what  happens  with 
prisons. 

Once  you  enter  you  are  ALONE,  first  and 
foremost,  utterly  alone.  I  choose  to  think  of 
myself  as  a  reasonably  intelligent  and 
perceptive  individual.  However,  it  is  beyond 
me  to  find  the  logic  behind  imprisonment 
which  REDUCES  the  individual’s  capacity 
to  feel,  think  or  function  in  any  but  an  anti¬ 
social  way. 

Furthermore,  where  is  the  reasoning 
behind  subjecting  someone  to  this  kind  of 
dehumanizing  experience  and  then  expec¬ 
ting  (when  we  get  out)  that  we  are 
“rehabilitated”  and  responsible  people? 

Prison’s  existence  depends  on  “institu¬ 
tionalizing”  the  individuals  therein.  This  is 
accomplished  by  stripping  him  or  her  of  in¬ 
dividuality.  But  this  is  not  ‘rehabilitation’  or 
even  punishment;  this  is  a  total  disregard  for 
the  person’s  integrity.  As  you  slowly 
deteriorate  in  here,  there  is  little  incentive 
towards  anything  more  than  survival. 

Society  makes  more  problems  for  itself 
with  this  system  in  the  long  run.  There  has  to 
be  an  ALTERNATIVE  means  of  dealing 
with  inequalities  and  conflicts  among  us! 

Michael  Jeffrey  Stotts 
17829-034 

^  Box  1000 

■  Talladega,  AL  35160 

They  have  to  pretend 
they’re  using  each  other 

Dear  GCN: 

Some  of  the  worst  aspects  of  our  develop¬ 
ment  involve  how  prisoners  relate  sexually. 
Many  women  prisoners  have  come  a  lot  far¬ 
ther  on  this  question  than  men.  They  are 
forced  together  and  find  many  positive 
aspects  to  it.  Many  sisters  in  women’s 
prisons  are  lovers.  They  make  love  if  the 
chance  exists,  or  at  least  feel  close  to  each 
other  as  lovers  even  when  there  isn’t  any 
chance  to  do  anything  physically  about  it. 
There  is  still  strong  pressure  against 
homosexuality,  but  not  as  severe  as  in  men’s 
prisons. 

Here,  almost  all  the  jokes  and  putdowns 
are  about  men  making  it  with  men.  “You’re 
a  fucking  faggot!"  “Oh  yeah,  well  you  take 
it  in  the  ass!”  “Yeah?  Weil,  you  suck  cock 
and  you  know  it!”  Etc.  etc. 

Worse,  look  at  the  kind  of  “homosexuali¬ 
ty”  the  brothers  do  allow  —  the  sickest 
kind,  where  one  man  brutalizes  and  exploits 
another.  One  man  plays  the  role  of  “the 
man;”  the  other,  usually  younger,  smaller, 
less  hairy,  plays  the  role  of  “the  punk”.  The 
punk  is  the  slave,  the  stereotype  of  how 
most  sick  men  perceive  women.  The  man, 
afraid  he  will  be  considered  a  fag  if  he  acts 
like  he  really  likes  his  punk  will  say  “Yeah,  I 
fuck  him  in  the  ass  and  he  sucks  me  off;  he 
does  all  kinds  of  shit  for  me  and  I  let  him 
hang  around.”  The  man  would  never  admit 
to  having  any  feelings.  He  would  never  ad¬ 
mit  to  giving  anything  sexually,  just  taking. 
And  the  punk,  in  order  to  justify  himself, 
plays  the  role  of  the  woman  in  America,  tak¬ 
ing  the  man  for  all  he’s  worth,  getting  food 
and  drugs  and  presents  from  the  man  and 
threatening  to  leave  him  for  another  man  if 
he  doesn’t  provide  enough. 

And  under  all  this  sick  play-acting,  often 
the  two  men  like  each  other  but  are  so 
frightened  by  the  system  the  prison  sets  up, 
that  THEY  HAVE  TO  PRETEND  THEY 
ARE  USING  EACH  OTHER! 

Why  this  game  playing???  We  need  to 
talk  about  these  things  openly.  Remember, 
some  of  the  straitest,  most  up-tight  (sexual¬ 
ly)  people  in  the  country  are  the  ones,  who 
locked  us  up.  We  have  been  brainwashed 
about  everything  else,  so  let’s  check  this  out 
before  jumping  to  conclusions. 

Your  brother  in  struggle, 

Darrell  Burns 
83A  756 
Box  149 
Attica,  NY  1401 1 


First  thoughts  after  the 
October  13  civil  disobedience 


By  Nancy  D.  Polikoff 

Many  statements  will  emerge  from  reflec¬ 
tion  upon  October  13th’s  civil  disobedience 
(CD)  at  the  Supreme  Court.  From  my 
perspective  as  a  legal  coordinator  of  the 
event,  1  will  be  preparing  a  post-action 
analysis  designed  to  improve  the  legal  com¬ 
ponent  of  any  future  CDs.  My  first  need, 
however,  is  to  say  a  series  of  thank  yous  to 
those  without  whom  neither  this  political 
action  nor  others  like  it  in  the  future  can  take 
place  —  participants,  organizers,  and 
those  who  take  care  of  our  children  while 
we  are  doing  political  work. 

First,  1  want  to  thank  all  those  who  risk- 

It  is  perhaps  the 
greatest  challenge  to 
lesbians  choosing 
motherhood  to  create 
ways  of  providing  care 
and  attention  without 
sacrificing  political 
activity. 


ed  arrest  and  were  arrested  in  this  stupen¬ 
dous  and  inspiring  outpouring  of  anger, 
love  and  commitment.  Many  of  you,  from 
behind  bars,  thanked  me  for  providing  legal 
assistance  to  you.  I  did  not  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  say  thank  you  to  all  of  you, 
without  whom  my  months  of  planning,  in 
conjunction  with  other  organizers,  staff, 
and  coordinators,  would  have  been  useless. 
What,  after  all,  if  we  planned  a  revolution 
and  nobody  came.... 

Although  all  of  us  on  the  outside  made  it 
possible  for  those  of  you  on  the  inside  to 
feel  more  secure  in  your  risks,  you  were  the 
ones  who  experienced  the  personal 
vulnerability  at  the  hands  of  the  state.  You 
were  the  ones  whose  numbers  made  this  the 
largest  civil  disobedience  in  Washington, 
D.C.  since  May  Day  1971.  Although  1 
understand  that  I  do  not  speak  for  all  the 
lawyers  who  counseled  and  represented 
you,  for  myself  1  feel  deeply  that  this  was 
my  action,  too,  and  that  my  particular  role, 
while  different  from  yours,  was  simply  one 
more  piece  that  made  it  work.  You  have  a 
right  to  want  and  expect  lawyers  who  feel 
this  way,  lawyers  whom  you  thank  as  you 
thank  each  other,  for  skill,  camaraderie 
strength,  caring  and  unity  of  vision. 

What  we  all  must  remember  is  that  this 
action  required  intimate  cooperation  and 
communication  between  a  small  number  of 
people,  each  of  whom  was,  in  turn,  respon¬ 
sible  for  coordinating  large  numbers  of  out¬ 
side  volunteers  and  supporters.  Those  of  us 
who  coordinated  medical  care,  support  for 
those  arrested,  peacekeeping  and  legal 
assistance  needed  each  other.  We  needed 
each  other  to  be  precise,  accurate,  obser¬ 
vant,  focussed,  clear-headed  and  compas¬ 
sionate.  There  was  little  time,  in  the  press  of 
many  moments,  for  questioning  each 
other’s  judgments.  We  needed  to  trust  each 
other.  Some  of  us  had  only  met  each  other 
the  day  before  the  action.  One  of  the  most 
extraordinary  memories  1  will  forever  hold 
from  this  action  was  the  level  of  good  judg¬ 
ment,  trust,  and  grace  under  pressure  that 
characterized  the  interactions  I  had 
throughout  the  day  and  night. 

Finally,  I  thank  someone  whose  con¬ 
tribution  would  normally  go  unnoticed.  I 
am  the  co-mother  of  a  four  year  old 
daughter.  Her  other  mother,  with  whom  1 
no  longer  live,  is  a  doctor  who  worked  ex¬ 
tensively  to  coordinate  the  medical  care 
provided  during  this  action.  We  could  not 
have  both  attended  the  meetings  the  day 
and  the  night  before  the  action;  we  could 
not  have  both  been  on  the  scene  before  7:30 
a.m.;  we  could  not  have  been  available  at 
the  courthouse  until  after  2:00  a.m., 
without  our  friend  Joanne  taking  care  of 
our  daughter  Lainey.  Joanne  even  brought 
Lainey  briefly  to  the  Supreme  Court,  so 
that  she  could  see  for  herself  and  be  as  in¬ 


tegrated  into  gay  and  lesbian  political  ac¬ 
tivity  as  is  possible  for  a  four  year  old. 

We  both  believe  that  Lainey  benefits 
from  being  rasied  by  politically  active 
mothers.  We  do  not  consider  motherhood 
an  acceptable  excuse  for  political  inaction. 
But  children  do  need  special  care  and  atten¬ 
tion,  and  it  is  perhaps  the  greatest  challenge 
to  lesbians  choosing  motherhood  to  create 
ways  of  providing  that  care  and  attention 
without  sacrificing  political  activity. 

For  me,  this  action  was  both  exhausting 
and  exhilirating.  It  bolstered  my  often- 
sagging  energy  for  creative  political  action. 
Without  spirited  and  courageous  par¬ 
ticipants,  without  committed  and  depen¬ 
dable  organizers,  and  without  a  member  of 
my  daughter’s  extended  lesbian  family 
availble  to  take  care  of  her,  the  event  would 
have  been  a  failure  for  me.  My  thanks  to  all 
of  you.  See  you  next  time. 

Nancy  Polikoff  is  a  law  professor  at 
American  University  in  Washington,  D.C., 
who  writes  on  a  variety  of  family  law  and 

lesbian  issues. 
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“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feeiings  and  comments  to  us,  and 
to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Submissions 
must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE-SPACED,  AND 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FIVE  PAGES.  Send  to: 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


GCN  Job  Openings 

Advertising  Coordinator  (available  Nov.  30): 
Obtain  display  ads  and  develop  strategies  for  increas¬ 
ing  advertising.  Send  monthly  and  periodic  billings. 
Coordinate  advertising  representatives.  Evaluate  and 
update  ad  rates  and  sales  materials.  Work  with  Art 
Director  to  design  ads.  Participate  in  weekly  work¬ 
ings  of  GCN,  including  staff-decision  making,  fund¬ 
raising  projects,  collaborating  on  editorials,  etc. 
Qualifications:  Strong  organizational,  communica¬ 
tion,  and  record-keeping  skills.  Previous  sales  or 
related  experience  helpful. 

Promotions/Classified  Ad  Coordinator 

(available  November  30):  Use  direct  mail  marketing, 
exchange  ads,  renewal  campaigns  and  other 
strategies  to  increase  subscription  and  newsstand 
sales  of  the  paper.  Log  and  process  weekly  classified 
ads.  Qualifications:  Strong  writing,  administrative, 
creative  and  organizational  skills.  Previous  marketing 
and/or  promotion  experience  helpful. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to 
gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to  the 
collective  decision-making  process. 

Salary/benefits:  All  positions  pay  $  1 90/week 
and  include  health/life  insurance,  routine  health  care 
through  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  sick 
leave,  and  four  weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers 
staff  members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs  with 
flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply  for  these  positions,  please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  by  Nov.  16  to  GCN 
Job  Search  Committee,  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02116. 
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The  flashing  eyes  of  Diane  Torr  in  Abigail  Child’s  deconstructionist  film  noir  thriller,  which  includes  sex, 
violence  and  a  lengthy  sequence  of  lesbian  pom  from  more  than  fifty  years  ago. 


A  queer  kind  of  film 

New  York's  experimental  film  fest  comes  to  Boston 


By  Michael  Bronski 

he  Brattle  Theater  in  Cambridge  will 
be  presenting  selections  from  the  New 
York  Lesbian  and  Gay  Experimental 
Film  Festival  during  the  next  two  weeks. 
Under  the  collective  title  “A  Queer  Kind  of 
Film,”  the  theater  will  be  showing  the  short, 
independently  produced  films  on  November 
3rd  and  10th.  Program  I  will  include  Bar¬ 
bara  Hammer’s  classic  Optic  Nerve  as  well 
as  the  s/m  shaving  short  Razor  Head.  Gay 
filmmaker  Jim  Hubbard  will  introduce  the 
series,  which  he  produced  in  New  York 
along  with  Sarah  Schulman.  Program  II, 


presented  later  that  evening,  will  be  compos¬ 
ed  of  Super  8  movies  including  Hubbard’s 
own  Homosexual  Desire  in  Minnesota.  On 
the  following  Tuesday,  Su  Friedrich’s 
Damned  if  You  Don’t  (everything  you 
wanted  to  know  about  lesbian  nuns,  then 
and  now,  and  then  some)  will  be  screened 
along  with  Abigail  Child’s  Mayhem,  the 
newest  installment  in  her  epic  Is  This  What 
You  Were  Born  For?. 

All  of  these  films  are  New  England 
premieres  and  will  not  be  shown  anywhere 
else,  so  be  sure  not  to  miss  them.  □ 


Crabgrass 

Queers  and  racial  conflict  are  pruned  out  of 
prison  life  in  'do-gooder'  Weeds 


Weeds.  Directed  by  John  Hancock.  Written  by 
Dorothy  Tristan  and  John  Hancock.  With  Nick 
Nolte,  Cyro  Baptista,  Lane  Smith,  Orville  Stoeber, 
Rita  Taggart.  At  the  Charles  and  Somerville  USA 
Cinemas  and  the  Allston  Showcase  Cinema. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

ilms  dealing  with  prisoners  and  prison 
life  are  so  rare  that  when  one  does  come 
along  —  and  it  isn’t  very  good  —  the 
disappointment  is  twice  as  keen.  Nick  Nolte 
plays  a  Jack  Abbott  type  self-educated 
prisoner  who  writes  a  play  which  gets  him 
not  only  parole  but  a  Broadway  showcase. 
The  play  is  entitled  Weeds  (it’s  actually 
plagiarized  from  Genet’s 
■  Deathwatch)  and  purports, 
5_-1  with  its  all  ex-con  cast,  to 
tell  the  outside  world  the 
truth  about  being  inside  and  doing  time. 

The  trouble  with  the  film  is  that  it  cannot 
decide  how  seriously  to  address  the  realities 


of  prison  life  and  its  effects  upon  the  men. 
We  sometimes  see  the  claustrophobia  and 
frustration  of  being  locked  up  but  the  feel¬ 
ings  have  no  resonance.  Although  the  cast 
and  the  characters  are  racially  mixed  (cer¬ 
tainly  something  to  be  happy  about  in  a 
Hollywood  film)  there  is  very  little  explora¬ 
tion  of  racial  tensions.  Even  more  shocking 
is  the  total  absence  of  any  homosexuality  — 
the  only  mention  comes  in  a  throw-away 
line.  This  avoidance  is  only  further  ag¬ 
gravated  by  a  totally  implausable  heterosex¬ 
ual  romance  between  Nolte  and  his  wealthy 
woman  benefactor. 

For  all  of  its  good  intentions,  and  general¬ 
ly  fine  performances.  Weeds  ends  up  like  a 
quirky,  liberal-minded,  do-gooder  version 
of  the  old  Mickey  Rooney /Judy  Garland 
“let’s-put-on-a-show”  musicals.  Both 
prisoners  and  audiences  deserve  better.  □ 
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Specialists  in 
Women  Artists  and 
Acoustic  Style  Music 


I  D  £  O 


Special  Video  Listings: 

Women  in  Cinema, 

Gay  Themes 
in  Film 

^  ARBORWAY 


VIDEO  &  SOUND 


55  South  St.,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  •  522-1429 

Hours:  Mon. -Sat.  6-9,  Sun.  12-7 


Studio  Red  Top  and 
Villa  Victoria  present 


Cafe  Tropical 

Women's  Jazz  &  Latin  Folk  Cabaret  Sundays  at  7:30  PM 

Cultural  Center  at  Villa  Victoria 


85  West  Newton  St,  South  End,  Boston 


Oct  18  Carolyn  Ritt  Quartet  plus 
Dominique  Eade  &  Friends 
Oct  25  leannette  Muzima  Trio  plus 

Carol  Akerson/Bruce  Barth  Duo 
Nov  1  Irving  Cancel  &  Latin  Jazz  Union 
Nov  8  Conjunto  Tlpico  Borincano 

Nov  15  Ananda 

Nov  22  Jorge  Arce 

Dec  6  Ellis  O’Donnell  Quartet  plus 

Henrietta  Robinson  Quartet 
Dec  13  Cercie  Miller/Rachel  Nkollazzo  Duo  plus 
Lisa  Thorson  &  Friends 
(ASL  interpreted  by  Jody  Steiner) 

$6  in  advance,  $8  at  door,  at  all  Bostix  andTicketron 
locations.  Call  247-3576  for  list  of  additional  outlets. 


Funded  in  pari  by  the  Mar.r>achusettr>  Council  on  the  Arl.s  &  Humanities,  and  the  Boston  Arts  Lottery  Council. 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St.  Phone  482-2900 


Drop  everything  and  go! 

“LONDON  ON  THE  TOWN” 

Treat  yourself  for  as  little  as 

$479  pp.  do. 

Includes  roundtrip  air,  transfers,  2  nights  hotel, 
and  theater  ticket  vouchers 

Book  early  for  this  special  savings. 

Lowest  Prices  All  Airlines 


Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Service 
6  Hamilton  Place,  Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-5188 


TWO  GROUPS  FOR  WOMEN  ARE  NOW 
FORMING  AT  GLCS 


INTIMACY  AND  SELF-ESTEEM  LESBIAN  ACOA  GROUP 

A  structured  12-week  therapy  group  A  structured,  time-limited  therapy  group  for 

for  lesbians  to  explore  and  focus  lesbians  who  are  adult  children  of  alcoholics 

on  issues  of  intimacy  and  self-esteem 


FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ON  THESE  GROUPS, 
PLEASE  CONTACT: 

Susan  Greenwood,  LICSW,  Intake  Coordinator 
at  542-5188 


WEEKDAYS  9  A.M.  -  9  P.M. 
CONFIDENTIAL  SERVICES 
CONVENIENT  DOWNTOWN 
LOCATION 


Sarving  tha  community  sinca  1971 


SLIDING  FEE  SCALE 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED- 
NO  ONE  DENIED  SERVICES 
FOR  INABILITY  TO  PAY 

*In  the  interest  of  our  clients' 
confidentiality,  all  insurance 
claims  are  filed  under  our  cor¬ 
porate  name  —  CSI. 
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Brunch 

il.tt.tt. 

— Boston  Herald 


Newbury  Veterinary 
Clinic 

Bruce  R.  Weiner, 
V.M.D.  A 


272  Huntington  Avenue 

Boston,  MA  02115  JLlHi 

Located  Near  Symphony  Station 

Office  Hours  by  Appointment 

Call  266-9269 


(BOSTON’S  BEST  MUSICAUi 


“PUNCH, 

PIZZAZZ, 

SMASHING 

MATERIAL!’’ 

—Joyce  Kulhowik, 
WBZ-TV 


“INTOXI¬ 

CATING!” 

—Arthur  FHedmon, 
Boston  Herald 

“HILARIOUS!” 

—John  Engstrom, 
Boston  Globe 


Running  Arts  presents 

SELECTIONS  FROM  THE 
LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
FILM  FESTIVAL 

from  New  York 
T ue$.  Nov.  3 

A  QUEER  KIND  OF  FILM, 
PROGRAM  I 

at  7:30 

Highlighting  some  of  the  best  1 6mm  films 
from  the  program. 

A  QUEER  KIND  OF  FILM, 
PROGRAM  II 

at  9:30 

Featuring  selections  of  Super  8  works. 
Filmmaker  and  Festival  organizer,  Jim 
Hubbard  will  be  present. 

Tues.,  Nov.  10 

A  QUEER  KIND  OF  FILM, 
PROGRAM  III 

at  8:00 

Featuring  the  premier  of  Su  Friedrich’s 
DAMNED  IF  YOU  DON’T.  Filmmaker 
will  be  present. 


Tues.  Nov.  17 
Chantal  Ackerman’s 


JEANNE  DIELMAN 


at  4:00  &  8:00 

T ues.  Dec.  I S 
Back  by  popular  demand! 

Sheila  McLaughlin’s 

SHE  MUST  BE  SEEING 
THINGS 


40  BRATTLE  ST.  HARVARD  SQ.,  CAMB. 
876-6837 


Bringing  in  big  gay  bucks 

U.S.  Sen.  John  Kerry  tells  the  crowd  of  600  at  the  gay 
PAC  fundraiser  that  a  Congressional  conference  committee 
will  **wipe  out  the  bad  language”  he  voted  for  in  the 
Helms  amendment. 


By  Gordon  Gottlieb 

BOSTON  —  Liberal  U.S.  senators, 
presumed  allies  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity,  came  under  fire  at  the  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund  (HRCF)  dinner  on 
October  23  for  their  near-unanimous  sup¬ 
port  of  a  homophobic  amendment  spon¬ 
sored  by  Senator  Jesse  Helms  (R  -NC).  The 
amendment,  which  passed  94-2,  forbids  the 
use  of  federal  funds  for  any  AIDS  education 
project  that  discusses  sex  outside  the  context 
of  monogamous  marriage.  (See  GCN.  Vol. 
15,  No.  15) 

“Some  of  our  best  friends  [in  the  Senate], 
despite  their  best  explanations,  can  be  said 
to  rise  above  principle,’’  ironically  declared 
Dr.  Mathilde  Krim,  founding  chair  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  AIDS  Research, 
who  received  HRCF’s  Distinguished  Service 
Award. 

Earlier  in  the  evening  Sen.  John  Kerry 
(D-MA),  one  of  many  Massachusetts  politi¬ 
cians  attending  the  event,  addressed  the 
mingling  crowd  of  600.  “We  felt  the  besi 
strategy  [on  the  Helms  amendment]  was  not 
to  have  a  big  floor  debate.  I  am  confident 
the  conference  floor  committee  will  wiite 
out  the  bad  language.” 

Asked  if  HRCF,  a  gay/lesbian  political 
action  committee  which  contributes  to 
House  and  Senate  candidates,  is  still  effec¬ 
tive  in  light  of  unsupportive  votes  by  Ker¬ 
ry  and  others,  HRCF  director  Vic  Basile 
cited  on-going  successes.  He  pointed 
specifically  to  a  lack  of  any  successful 
homophobic  AIDS  legislation  at  the  federal 
level.  Basile  said  he  was  confident  in 
HRCF’s  ability  to  mobilize  its  own  consti¬ 
tuency  and  work  with  coalitions,  despite  a 
temporary  “appearance  of  powerlessness.” 

“We’ve  got  to  realize  and  accept  that 
courage  is  not  a  common  commodity  on 
Capitol  Hill,”  Basile  said.  “When  the  Right 
forces  a  vote  on  homosexuality,  we’re  in 
trouble.  When  we  keep  focused  On  AIDS 
and  civil  rights,  we  do  pretty  well....  There  is 
more  courage  behind  the  closed  doors  of  the 
conference  committee.”  Kerry  and  Senators 
Edward  Kennedy  (D-MA)  and  Alan 
Cranston  (D-CA),  other  gay  rights  sup¬ 
porters,  have  “gotten  a  lot  of  heat”  for  their 
votes,  he  said. 

“Jesse  Helms  is  a  killer  the  way  Ronald 
Reagan  is  a  killer,”  said  Democratic  Party 
activist  Vincent  McCarthy,  who  raised  over 
$10,000  that  evening  to  pay  for  a  large  ad  in 
the  Boston  Globe.  The  ad,  headlined  “Jesse 
Helms  is  opposed  to  the  only  known  way  to 
stop  AIDS  and  he’s  winning  while  others  are 
dying,”  appeared  in  the  Globe  on  Oct.  29 
and  the  New  York  Times  the  day  before. 
The  same  full-page  ad  will  appear  in  papers 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  Dallas,  Los  Angeles, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Providence,  R.l.  The 
straight  press,  which  ignored  or  buried  the 
original  story,  is  picking  up  on  the  advertise¬ 
ment  angle,  McCarthy  reported.  “We’ve 
got  to  kick  back,”  he  said. 

The  Boston  dinner,  the  largest  in  its  six- 
year  history,  netted  approximately  $60,000, 
which  will  be  divided  among  HRCF  and  two 
Boston  organizations.  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services  (GLCS)  and  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD). 


Mathilde  Krim  speaks  with  Sen.  John  Kery. 


According  to  GLCS  Director  Nancy  Gran¬ 
tham,  the  $150-a-plate  dinner  drew 
significantly  more  women  and  people  of  col¬ 
or  than  it  had  in  years  past.  For  the  first  time 
there  was  also  a  smattering  of  people  under 
21  in  attendance.  Citing  a  heightened  level 
of  participation  in  the  event,  Grantham 
said,  “The  ‘elitists’  who  came  to  this  event 
are  finally  doing  more  than  contributing 
$150  so  they  can  wear  their  tuxedos.  People 
are  feeling  we’re  on  the  line  [with  AIDS,  the 
Helms  vote,  etc.].  They  are... moved  to  ac¬ 
tion.” 

In  addition  to  Krim,  other  award  reci¬ 
pients  included  AIDS  Action  Committee 
fundraising  head  Harry  Codings;  Diane 
Cook  of  the  Rhode  Island  Alliance  for  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights;  the  former 
Massachusetts  Insurance  Commissioner 
Peter  Hiam;  Ellen  Musinsky,  who  heads  up 
the  New  Hampshire  Citizens’  Alliance  for 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Rights;  and  Veneita 
Porter,  the  executive  director  of  Rhode 
Island  Project/AIDS.  State  Attorney 
General  James  Shannon  and  WBZ-TV 
medical  reporter  Jeanne  Blake  made  the 
presentations. 

In  previous  years  the  Boston  dinner  has 
been  criticized  for  its  upscale  approach  to 
fundraising  and  for  some  of  the  choices  for 
award  recipients.  In  1986,  a  brief  contro¬ 
versy  erupted  when  gloved  hotel  workers 
were  mistakenly  assumed  to  be  taking  anti- 
AIDS  measures,  rather  than  avoiding  cuts 
from  broken  glass.  This  year,  hotel  workers 
met  with  representatives  of  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee  and  GLAD  in  an  educational 
program  sponsored  by  the  local  hotel 
workers  union. 

A  similar  HRCF  dinner  held  in 
Washington  the  night  before  the  National 
March  on  Washington  gros.sed  $250,000 
with  a  projected  net  of  $175,000,  according 
to  Basile.  □ 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  □  NOVEMBER  1-7,  1987  □  PAGE  7 


Ellen  Shub 


On  takin 
risks  and 
setting  an 
agenda  for 
lesbian  and 
ay  teachers 

A 

/\  graduate  advisor  once  told  me  that  as  a  teacher  I  would 
have  to  be  cautious  in  how  and  where  I  chose  to  let  others 
know  my  sexual  preference.  I  was  told  that  one  didn’t  want  to 
unfairly  influence  children.  Besides,  being  a  new  teacher,  I  would 
need  to  prove  myself  as  a  good  teacher  first;  coming  out  might 
force  everyone  to  see  me  as  “the  gay  teacher”  and  nothing 
more.  I  wondered  to  myself,  “What  will  it  be  like  to  be  seen  as 
‘the  black  teacher,’  let  alone  the  gay  teacher.” 

In  researching  this  article  through  interviews  with  other  gay 
and  lesbian  teachers,  I  have  found  that  many  of  us  do  follow 
the  advice  I  was  given,  living  a  life  of  contradictions  and 
isolation.  I  begin  here  with  my  own  story,  hoping  to  use  some 
of  the  strategies  employed  by  the  feminist  movement  for 
empowerment  —  specifically  the  feminist  autobiography.  As 
Rob  T raver  of  Harvard  University  writes  in  his  review  essay, 
“Autobiography,  Feminism,  and  the  Study  of  Teaching,” 
(Teachers  College  Record  88,  No.  I,  Spring  1987:  443-452),  “The 
name  (autobiographical)  is  used  to  emphasize  the  first-person 
narrative  of  the  teacher,  a  perspective  that  includes  the 
intellectual,  ethical,  and  emotional  stance  of  the  teacher  while 
he  or  she  is  engaged  in  and  reflecting  on  teaching.  From  these 
first-person  understandings  and  articulations,  the 
autobiographical  method  then  moves  the  teacher  into  dialogue 
with  other  teachers.  These  conversations  compare  and  develop 
the  individual  first-person  experience  and  raise  understanding 
for  everyone  involved.” 

This  article  is  an  attempt  to  start  this  process  of  dialogue  for 
gay  and  lesbian  teachers.  For  myself,  I  need  to  know  what  the 
connections  are  between  us  and  what  the  possibilities  are  for 
changing  our  lives  and  our  work  —  to  allow  us  to  be  as  free  as 
possible  in  this  homophobic  society. 


□  By  Isaac  Jackson 


-M.  t  was  the  fall  of  1985  and  my  spirits  were 
high.  I  was  embarking  on  my  first  year  as  an 
elementary  school  teacher.  I  had  been  in¬ 
terested  in  teaching,  but  in  the  late  ’70s 
when  I  graduated  from  college,  teaching 
jobs  were  hard  to  come  by  (except  in  Special 
Education)  and  I  ended  up  doing  other  wor¬ 
thwhile  work.  By  the  mid-’80s,  almost  all 
states  were  experiencing  teacher  shortages, 
so  I  finally  got  the  chance  to  answer  the  call. 
My  mother  is  a  teacher  and  I  guess  it  was  in 
my  blood. 

During  my  first  week,  our  principal  called 
all  the  new  teachers  together  for  a  meeting 
Another  young  black  man  was  among  the 
recruits,  and  my  gay  radar  immediately 
spotted  the  blip.  I  suppose  he  had  the  same 
reaction  for  we  immediately  became  friends 
and  we  came  out  to  each  other.  We  figured 
out  for  sure  that  we  were  both  gay  when  he 
asked  me  if  I  had  heard  of  the  Paradise 
Garage  (a  black  gay  disco  in  Manhattan). 
When  I  responded  not  only  that  I  had,  but  I 
used  to  be  a  member,  we  knew  it  was  safe.  If 
this  sounds  like  a  scene  out  of  the  ’50s,  well, 
it  is  as  bad  as  it  sounds  and  it  gets  worse. 

The  ideas  of  Gay  Liberation  were  not  new 
to  me.  I  had  worked  for  several  years  in  the 
gay  movement.  I  had  also  worked  in  educa¬ 
tion  as  a  family  worker,  and  was  out  to  all 
my  co-workers.  Once  a  woman  made  an 
anti-gay  slur  in  my  presence  and  I  told  my 
supervisor  that  the  next  time  I  heard 
anything  like  that  I  was  going  to  press 
charges  with  my  union.  District  37.  We  had 
an  anti-discrimination  clause  in  our  contract 
protecting  the  rights  of  lesbian  and  gay 
teachers. 

But  somehow,  starting  out  as  a  new 
teacher,  I  felt  less  sure  of  myself  as  someone 
who  could  be  openly  gay.  Why?  Was  it 
because  I  felt  I  had  to  prove  myself  as  a  good 
teacher  first,  before  I  took  on  a  “political 
identity?’’  Was  it  because  my  principal  was 
a  black  woman  with  a  strong  conservative 
Southern  Baptist  background  who  ran  the 
place  like  a  bible  school?  (For  example,  she 
insisted  that  male  teachers  wear  ties  and 
business-type  attire,  in  direct  violation  of 
the  teachers’  contract;  but  principals  can  get 
away  with  a  lot,  particularly  with  new 
teachers.)  Was  it  because  this  was  half  way 
through  the  Reagan  era  and  its  assault  on 
African-American  communities  like  the  one 
in  which  I  was  teaching  made  things  seem 
more  oppresssive  than  wh’en  I  worked  for 
the  Board  of  Education  back  in  the  ’70s? 

AIDS  hysteria  was  also  sweeping  the 
country.  Parents  in  a  Queens  school  district 
were  boycotting  the  schools,  because  a 
young  child  with  AIDS  was  allowed  to  at¬ 
tend  classes.  In  an  attempt  to  calm  the 
nerves  of  teachers,  parents  and  students,  the 
New  York  City  Board  of  Education  schedul¬ 
ed  a  special  half-day  so  that  educators  could 
watch  a  videotape  on  AIDS.  The  tape  itself 
wasn’t  that  bad,  but  it  didn’t  convince  many 
teachers  who  were  afraid.  A  man  I  con¬ 
sidered  a  friend  of  mine,  with  whom  I  rode 
home  frequently  after  work,  told  me  he  was 
going  to  place  two  bars  of  soap  in  his  room: 
one  for  his  students  and  the  other  for 
himself,  because  he  was  afraid  of  catching 
AIDS.  I  told  him  the  videotape  had  stressed 
that  AIDS  could  only  be  transmitted  in  cer¬ 
tain  ways,  but  he  said  he  wasn’t  going  to 
take  any  chances. 

I  pondered  these  things,  but  didn’t  have 
much  time  for  reflection  when  the  doors 
opened  to  the  students.  New  teachers  face 
an  exhausting  and  trying  test.  But  after  a 
while  things  started  to  seem  a  little  less  anar¬ 
chic,  and  I  was  beginning  to  get  a  feel  for  the 
environment  in  which  I  worked.  My  black 
gay  friend  (let’s  call  him  Daniel)  was  runn¬ 
ing  into  flack  over  his  gayness.  Daniel, 
unlike  myself,  lived  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  school  where  we  taught.  Apparently  the 
word  got  out  that  he  was  a  “known 
homosexual’’  and  parents  came  to  the 
school  demanding  that  their  children  be  put 
in  a  different  classroom.  They  didn’t  want 
their  children  taught  by  a  homosexual.  His 
students  taunted  him  daily.  Called  him 
“faggot”  and  “sissy.”  His  classroom  was 


falling  apart.  I  gave  him  moral  support  ovei 
the  phone  after  school,  but  on  the  job  I  fel 
helpless  to  effect  much.  I  had  no  tenure  oi 
track  record  within  the  school. 

The  principal  realized  that  she  couldn’ 
give  in  directly  to  the  parents’  demands,  sc 
quietly  made  up  a  different  excuse  to  get  ric 
of  Daniel.  She  said  the  class  sizes  were  toe 
small  on  another  grade  and  she  was  going  tc 
have  to  consolidate  that  lower  grade.  Tha 
meant  that  a  teacher  with  more  seniorit; 
would  be  moving  up  to  take  his  place.  Sh( 
told  Daniel  that  she  had,  out  of  the  kindnes: 
of  her  heart,  found  him  another  school  sit< 
working  with  older  intermediate  schoo 
children.  She  said  she  felt  he  was  mon 
suitable  for  older  grades  anyway!  She  pro 
bably  felt  the  parents  of  older  childrei 
would  be  less  freaked  out  by  a  gay  teache 
than  those  of  the  younger  grade  (oh  thosi 
impressionable  years!). 

After  Daniel  left,  I  felt  I  had  better  stay  ii 
my  closet  if  I  wanted  to  stay  in  thi 
classroom.  I  only  wanted  to  work  witl 
elementary  school  students.  If  I  were  move( 
to  a  higher  grade  I  would  have  to  quit 
Daniel  hated  his  new  school  and  becam 
discouraged  by  the  system  early  on.  Th 
following  year,  the  Board  of  Education  gav 
a  special  exam  granting  full  licenses  t( 
teachers  who  had  worked  as  we  had,  on  tern 
porary  licenses.  Daniel  was  unable  ti 
qualify  because  he  had  to  have  taught  a 
the  same  school  for  the  entire  year.  Becaus 
of  homophobia,  Daniel  was  locked  out  o 
something  that  should  have  rightfully  beei 
his.  Because  I  successfully  stayed  in  th 
closet  all  year,  I  now  have  a  permanen 
license. 


ob  is  a  gay  male  teacher  who  has  bee 
working  in  a  progressive  educational  sei 
ting.  Although  he  has  a  relatively  wonder  ft 
work  environment  he  also  spent  a  year  in  th 
closet.  Bob  said  he  did  it  because  he  “likt 
to  be  physically  close  with  the  kids”  and  ha 
had  bad  experiences  at  another  school  in  ! 
different  state  when  his  homosexuality  wsj 
used  against  him. 

Bob  felt  that  his  gayness  should  be  h| 
own  business.  And  because  he  had  a  pai 
ticularly  bad  relationship  with  his  in 
mediate  supervisor,  he  believed  any  perceiv 
ed  “weakness”  would  have  been  used  t 
worsen  an  already  uncomfortable  situatioi 

Bob  did  join  and  help  organize  a  fledglir 
gay/lesbian  organization  at  the  teacher^ 
college  that  ran  the  elementary  school  wheii 
he  taught.  Although  he  wasn’t  a  student  ij 
the  graduate  program,  all  gay  men  and  lej 
bians  were  welcome  to  work  in  the  organizij 
tion.  Bob  even  raised  money  for  the  Gs! 
Men’s  Health  Crisis  AIDS  Walk  last  spritj 
in  New  York  City  by  sitting  at  a  table  in  tl; 
lobby  of  the  building  where  he  taught.  Nl 
one  challenged  him.  In  fact,  parents  ar; 
children  donated  money  and  volunteered  I 
walk.  (I’ll  never  forget  the  little  boy  wf 
gave  a  dime  while  I  was  sitting  at  the  tab 
with  Bob,  and  told  us  “That’s  all  I  have, 
that  okay?”  Bob  accepted  it  with  gratitude 

Bob  isn’t  returning  to  teaching  this  fii 
for  a  variety  of  reasons.  Some  of  the  reason 
have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  his  gaynesj- 
and  some  do.  I  wonder  how  many  oth| 
teachers  are  already  gone  from  the  pressu]. 
teaching  brings  in  the  first  place,  with  tl; 
added  strain  of  what  it  takes  to  remain  in  tl : 
closet  for  a  year.  How  many  sensitive,  affe « 
tionate  men  like  Bob  leave  teaching  eve  i 
year  from  the  “silent  pressure?”  Bob  tOf 
me  that  he  didn’t  socialize  with  the  staff  ; 
much  as  he  would  have  liked  because  I 
didn’t  want  them  to  start  asking  too  mai  t 
questions.  Despite  the  fact  that  the  scho 
was  run  from  a  “progressive”  perspectiv: 
Bob  chose  to  stay  silent  and  secretive. 


t^ill 


ill  is  a  lesbian  administrator  who  woi 
on  Long  Island  in  a  suburban  sch< 
district.  She  is  one  of  the  first  women 


become  an  administrator  in  her  school 
district.  She  told  me  that  very  often  visitors 
to  her  office  assume  that  she  is  the  secretary 
and  ask  for  “her  boss.”  She  believes  coming 
out  would  only  make  things  worse.  Her  fear 
of  negative  response  at  work  affects  her  per¬ 
sonal  life  as  well.  She  said  she  feels  she  can’t 
visit  the  lesbian  bars  in  the  area  because  she 
might  be  seen  by  one  of  her  employees. 
“I’m  a  lot  more  visible  than  a  teacher  who  is 
only  known  in  his  or  her  own  school.  I 
supervise  teachers  over  a  wide  area.  All  the 
new  teadiers  get  to  meet  me  during  the  first  weeks 
of  school.  If  1  go  into  a  bar,  someone  might 
recognize  me,  whereas  I  may  not  remember 
the  faces  of  all  the  new  employees.  A  new 
teacher  has  a  lot  less  to  lose  than  I  do.  I’m 
sure  a  woman  wouldn’t  talk  about  me  in  a 
malicious  way,  but  she  might  not  realize  the 
consequences  for  me  if  she  starts  talking 
about  seeing  me  in  a  gay  bar.  Word  travels 
fast  and  the  last  thing  I  need  is  a  rumor 
following  me  around.” 

The  closet  is  a  lonely  place  to  be.  On  the 
other  hand,  Jill  said  she  feels  her  low-profile 
puts  her  in  a  good  position  to  fight  for 
teachers  who  may  be  getting  harassed  for 
their  sexual  preference.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Gay  Teachers  Association  and  has  been 
instrumental  in  bringing  a  number  of  gay 
and  lesbian  teachers  she  met  through  the 
group  to  her  school  district. 

inQz  was  the  first  person  I  interviewed 
who  refused  to  be  taped.  She  is  a  physical 
education  teacher  at  a  private  co-ed  elemen¬ 
tary  school  in  New  York  City,  which  she 
described  as  more  prep  than  progressive. 
However,  “The  school  [does]  encourage  the 
students  to  deal  with  current  issues.”  A  re¬ 
cent  school-sponsored  forum  on  AIDS  is  a 
good  example. 

Inez’s  colleagues  know  that  she  is  gay,  but 
it  isn’t  so  much  because  she  is  “out”  to  them 
as  because  her  lover,  who  used  to  work  at 
the  same  school  is  “out.”  Inez  told  me,  “I 
guess  I’m  a  more  private  person.”  Although 
she  feels  that  private  schools  are  more 
tolerant  of  gay  men  and  lesbians,  she  also 
feels  that  “it’s  none  of  their  business  what  I 
do  in  my  private  life.” 

She  added  that  there  are  a  lot  of  gay 
teachers,  especially  males,  who  work  in  her 
private  school.  They  are  also  accepted.  Inez 
believes  that  “Parents  in  the  school  [are]  go¬ 
ing  to  be  a  little  more  enlightened  than  a 
public  school  population”  about  AIDS, 
and  that  gay  male  teachers  are  seen  as  less  of 
a  threat  in  upper  schools  than  at  the  elemen¬ 
tary  level. 

While  Inez  seemed  relatively  satisfied 
with  her  school  environment,  she  did  ac¬ 
knowledge  pressures  to  downplay  her  les¬ 
bianism.  She  is  planning  to  leave  her  current 
“dykey”  job  as  the  physical  education 
teacher  for  a  more  technical  position 
previously  held  by  a  man.  She  feels  the  need 
to  prove  herself  as  a  competent  woman  first; 
coming  out  as  a  lesbian  might  sabotage  that 
effort. 

M 

J.  V  JL  y  own  experiences  and  those  of 
these  other  gay  and  lesbian  teachers  leave 
me  frustrated  at  both  our  circumstances  and 
our  caution.  We  need  ways  to  talk  to  each 
other  about  these  issues,  we  need  immediate 
resources  and  we  need  to  strategize  for  long¬ 
term  change. 

So  where  can  lesbian  and  gay  teachers 
turn  for  support?  One  group  that  provides 
networking  opportunities  as  well  as  a  social 
outlet  is  the  Gay  Teachers  Association  of 
New  York  City.  The  organization,  made  up 
of  school  personnel  at  all  school  levels,  both 
public  and  private,  also  works  to  secure 
rights  for  teachers  through  their  speakers’ 
bureau  and  the  teachers’  union.  Even  here, 
however,  many  of  the  same  fears  are 
echoed.  GTA’s  literature  includes  the 
phrase,  “anonymity  preserved  at  your  re¬ 
quest.”  According  to  GTA  newsletter  editor 


Paul  Severino,  the  phrase  had  to  be  added 
because  many  teachers  wouldn’t  join 
without  that  guarantee. 

The  group’s  at  least  partial  commitment 
to  closeted  status  makes  it  difficult  if  not  im¬ 
possible  for  members  to  push  for  more 
teacher  power.  Despite  anti-discrimination 
clauses  from  the  various  school  boards  in 
the  area,  even  the  members  who  are  out  in 
their  schools  continue  to  be  fearful.  GTA 
does  have  radical  potential  in  its  provision 
of  space  for  administrators  and  teachers  to 
interact  on  a  level  of  mutual  trust  —  a  rare 
phenomenon  in  the  education  world  and 
one  that  might  lay  groundwork  for  broad- 
based  future  efforts. 

Another  organization  addressing  the 
needs  of  gay  and  lesbian  teachers,  as  well  as 
homophobia,  sexism  and  racism  in  general 
is  the  Equity  Institute  in  Massachusetts. 
Carol  Johnson,  director  of  development  at 
the  institute,  and  a  lesbian,  lawyer  and 
former  inner  city  school  teacher,  stresses  the 
group’s  preventative  and  educational  pro¬ 
jects  for  gay  teachers,  in  particular  the 
Name  Calling  curriculum. 

The  Name  Calling  curriculum,  for  secon¬ 
dary  schools,  deals  with  homophobia  as  it  is 
most  likely  to  come  up  in  class  —  through 
name  calling.  Written  in  Spanish  and 
English,  this  curriculum  can  be  used  even  if 
the  teacher  doesn’t  come  out  to  the 
students.  It  is  based  on  the  assumption  that 
if  teachers  don’t  allow  racist  slurs  in  the 
classroom,  homophobic  ones  are  also  for¬ 
bidden.  As  a  student  teacher  in  an  elemen¬ 
tary  classroom,  I  witnessed  a  straight 
woman  teacher  set  a  few  of  her  boys  straight 
on  why  the  word  “faggot”  is  not  to  be  used 
as  a  put-down.  While  I  commend  her  ac; 
tions,  the  Name  Calling  curriculum  may 
pre-empt  these  homophobic  outbursts.  It 
also  reaches  the  whole  class;  many  students 
may  be  struggling  internally  with 
homophobia  and  may  also  need  convincing 
arguments  to  address  the  homophobia  of 
their  friends  when  they  are  outside  school. 

The  Equity  Institute  is  preparing  a 
videocassette  version  of  their  curriculum 
(also  to  be  bi-lingual)  for  release  in  early 
1988. 

They  also  produce  an  Appreciating  Diver¬ 
sity  curriculum,  originally  created  for  secon¬ 
dary  teachers  and  guidance  counselors  to 
focus  on  civil  rights  issues.  Name  Calling 
grew  out  of  Appreciating  Diversity,  adding 
homophobia  to  issues  of  sexism,  racism, 
anti-semitism,  ageism,  and  ableism 
(discrimination  against  those  with  physical 
disabilities). 

Because  of  the  success  of  the  Name  Call¬ 
ing  curriculum,  a  few  lesbian  and  gay 
teachers  approached  the  Equity  Institute 
with  a  new  idea.  They  felt  that  lesbian  and 
gay  teachers  needed  to  somehow  organize 
themselves  within  the  project.  These 
teachers  wanted  to  have  a  space  to  open  up  free¬ 
ly  outside  of  their  jobs  to  gain  strength  in 
numbers.  In  response.  Equity  Institute 
organized  a  retreat  for  gay  and  lesbian 
teachers  last  fall.  Over  100  inquiries  were 
received  for  the  retreat  and  37  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  teachers  participated  in  the  weekend 
event  last  October  in  the  countryside  of 
Mjissachusetts.  Carol  Johnson  described  the 
event  as  a  “multi-cultural  experience... it 
was  great.”  She  and  Equity  Institute  are 
now  planning  a  second  retreat. 

Other  suggestions  for  gay  and  lesbian 
teachers  come  from  researchers  in  the  field 
such  as  Karen  Harbeck,  who  is  currently 
working  on  a  book  entitled  Personal 
Freedoms,  Public  Constraints:  The  con¬ 
troversy  of  homosexual  schoolteachers.  It 
will  cover  the  attacks  on  gay  teachers  and 
the  ways  we’ve  fought  back.  Harbeck,  an 
openly  lesbian  professor  at  the  University  of 
Lowell  (Massachusetts)  and  an  attorney, 
told  me  that  teachers  unions  are  supporting 
gay  men  and  lesbians  who  face  firing  at¬ 
tempts.  But  Harbeck  has  discovered  that 
litigation  in  these  cases  rarely  happens  — 
usually  because  the  teacher  resigns  before  he 
or  she  is  brought  up  on  charges.  She  believes 
litigation  is  too  costly  for  most  school 


districts  and  that  “if  teachers  didn’t  retreat 
instantly,  they  would  have  a  better  chance  of 
holding  on  to  their  jobs.”  She  adds  that, 
“In  my  experience  the  community  outcry 
doesn’t  come.”  Both  the  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Teachers  and  the  National  Educa¬ 
tion  Association  will  provide  legal  support 
for  teachers  in  such  cases,  according  to 
Harbeck. 

Harbeck  believes  that  coming  out  is  the 
primary  way  to  improve  the  status  of  gay 
and  lesbian  teachers  —  of  which  there  are 
2.4  in  every  U.S.  school,  according  to  her 
studies. 


V  V  hile  I  believe  coming  out  is  essen¬ 
tial  and  that  teachers  often  enforce  our  op¬ 
pression  by  refusing  to  risk  coming  out, 
there’s  more  to  change  than  that.  I’ve  had  a 
few  gay  activist  friends  say  that  any  gay 
teacher  who  doesn’t  come  out  to  students, 
co-workers  and  administrators  is  “not  being 
a  good  role  model.”  But  when  I  think  about 
what  we  gay  and  lesbian  teachers  can  do 
about  changing  things  in  the  most  fun¬ 
damental  sense,  I  immediately  center  on  the 
fact  that  teachers  and  children  are  victims  of 
an  oppressive  educational  establishment. 
The  silence  of  gay  teachers  is  only  a  further 
muffling  of  the  progressive  nature  of  educa¬ 
tion  in  general. 

The  fact  that  72  percent  of  black  students 
in  the  New  York  City  school  system  drop 
out  before  finishing  high  school  is  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  system’s  success  in  discouraging 
minority  students  from  receiving  equal  op¬ 
portunity  through  education.  (See  David 
Bensman,  Quality  Education  in  the  Inner 
City:  The  Story  of  the  Central  Park  East 
Schools,  Central  Park  East  School,  1987.) 
All  students  are  oppressed  by  a  system  that 
denies  them  autonomy. 

Teachers  are  oppressed  in  a  number  of 
ways  as  well.  Because  the  majority  of 
teachers  are  women,  and  the  sexism  of  our 
culture  necessitates  the  devaluation  of 
women’s  work,  teachers  are  awarded  a 
remarkably  low  status.  Anyone  taking  issue 
with  this  point  only  needs  to  look  at 
teachers’  salaries  and  the  autonomy  most 
don’t  get  compared  with  the  educational 
level  they  are  expected  to  achieve  (in  most 
states,  master’s  degrees). 

So  progressive  gay  and  lesbian  teachers 
aren’t  only  struggling  against  homophobia, 
but  very  often  are  fighting  —  in  coalition 
with  people  who  may  be  homophobes  —  for 
a  quality  education  for  minority  children. 
Progressive  gay  and  lesbian  teachers  are 
struggling  with  their  unions  —  which  may  be 
homophobic  —  for  better  working  condi¬ 
tions.  Progressive  gay  and  lesbian  teachers 
are  struggling  with  the  educational  research 
establishment,  which  is  based  in  a  culture  of 
privilege  and  dominated  by  “objective 
western  empiricism.”  “Objective  western 
empiricism”  uses  a  treatment  model  to 
evaluate  the  success  or  failure  of  teachers  — 
without  our  input. 

I  am  not  advocating  that  gay  and  lesbian 
issues  take  a  back  burner,  but  that  we  are 
coalition  activists  by  necessity,  often  work¬ 
ing,  as  Bernice  Reagon  says,  with  people 
you  would  never  dream  of  working  with. 
(See  her  article,  “Coalition  Politics:  Turn¬ 
ing  the  Century,”  in  Home  Girls:  A  Black 
Feminist  Anthology,  ed.  Barbara  Smith, 
Kitchen  Table,  Women  of  Color  Press, 
N.Y.)  We  can’t  afford  to  restrict  our  ac¬ 
tivism  or  “out-ness”  to  large  cities  and 
leisure  areas  like  women’s  festivals,  Pro- 
vincetown  and  Fire  Island. 

We  also  have  to  prioritize  our  battles.  For 
a  progressive  gay  or  lesbian  teacher  of  color, 
the  first  priority  may  be  to  establish  the  pro¬ 
fessional  credentials  to  begin  to  organize  for 
revitalized  education  for  minority  children. 
For  a  lesbian  administrator,  it  may  be  im¬ 
portant  to  debunk  the  sexist  myths  about  a 
woman’s  inability  to  run  a  school  district, 
before  tackling  homophobia  head  on.  For  a 
progressive  gay  male  teacher  working  with 
young  children,  it  may  be  be  more  impor¬ 


tant  to  establish  that  men  can  be  effective 
nurturers  of  young  children. 

There  are  certainly  times  when  gay  and 
lesbian  issues  are  primary.  And  they  may  be 
where  the  coalition  building  begins.  But  the 
best  place  to  begin  the  scaffolding  (if  1  may 
borrow  a  metaphor  from  Jerome  Bruner) 
that  will  support  a  broad-based  movement 
for  greater  personal  freedom  for  all  gay  and 
lesbian  teachers  is  the  Progressive  Educa¬ 
tion  Movement.  The  history  of  progressive 
education  in  the  U.S.  is  a  long  one,  and  it 
has  always  been  intimately  tied  with  exten¬ 
ding  rights  to  the  classrooms  of  the  oppress¬ 
ed  and  unprivileged.  Whether  it  was 
educating  the  children  of  African  slaves  or 
the  new  American  immigrants  of  Europe, 
progressive  educators  have  fought  for  many 
gains  that  today’s  reactionary  educa¬ 
tionalists  want  to  take  away  in  the  holy 
name  of  Reagan. 

I  am  hoping  to  see  and  help  foster  a 
renewed  interest  in  connecting  the  past  suc¬ 
cess  of  progressive  educational  theories  of 
John  Dewey,  Lucy  Sprague  Mitchell  and 
Pablo  Friere  with  the  current  politics  and 
practices  of  today.  Central  to  our  struggles 
now  is  a  new  role  for  teachers  in  school.  If 
teachers  can’t  tie  their  work  with  their  own 
critical  thinking,  students  only  learn  to 
mimic  the  teachers’  passivity  and  schools 
become  factories  of  dead  ideas.  Take 
teaching  writing  to  young  children  for  exam¬ 
ple,  using  writing  workshops  and  many 
drafts  of  searching  for  your  own  voice.  How 
can  we  ask  children  as  writers  to  open  up  to 
the  process  of  unfolding,  sifting  through 
many  layers  to  finally  get  to  the  place  to  say 
what  they  want  —  how  can  we  do  this  if  we 
cannot  allow  our  own  struggles  as  lesbian 
and  gay  teachers  to  inform  our  voices? 

But  again,  it’s  not  just  coming  out  that 
will  make  the  difference.  The  problems  of 
being  an  openly  gay  teacher  are  directly 
related  to  a  host  of  political  and  profes¬ 
sional  issues  that  must  be  taken  into  account 
when  attempting  to  change  heads  around 
gay  and  lesbian  rights.  For  example,  if  I 
don’t  have  the  professional  autonomy  to 
design  my  own  writing  curriculum,  how  am 
I  ever  going  to  get  to  the  place  where  1  can 
introduce  a  curriculum  like  the  Name  Call¬ 
ing  one?  If  I  continue  to  work  in  a  school  en¬ 
vironment  that  alienates  students  and 
parents,  how  can  I  ask  them  to  get  over  their 
prejudice?  If  teachers  don’t  try  to  get  to 
know  each  other  and  try  to  take  part  in  mak¬ 
ing  decisions  for  schools,  no  wonder  I  feel 
there  will  be  now  support  for  me  if  and  when 
I  come  out. 

In  addition  to  working  within  the  pro¬ 
gressive  education  movement  on  a  number 
of  issues,  gay  and  lesbian  teachers  need  to  '* 
use  our  skills  as  educators  to  raise  awareness 
in  lesbian  and  gay  communities  on  what  the 
progressive  agenda  for  education  is  —  i.e. 
taking  the  role  of  what  has  been  called  the 
“transformative  intellectual.”  (See  Stanley 
Aronowitz  and  Henry  A.  Giroux,  Educa¬ 
tion  Under  Siege:  The  Conservative,  Liberal 
and  Radical  Debate  Over  Schooling,  Bergin 
and  Gervey,  South  Hadley,  Mass.,  1985.) 
We  need  to  demand  that  education  be  plac¬ 
ed  up  there  with  the  rights  of  gay  foster 
parents,  people  with  AIDS  and  other  gay 
and  lesbian  concerns.  We  teachers  also  need 
to  document  our  lives  through 
autobiography  and  teacher-centered 
research  and  to  work  with  the  organizations 
that  exist  for  gay  and  lesbian  teachers. 
Through  all  these  vehicles  we  will  begin  to 
find  the  voice  to  ask  for  what  we  want, 
which  is  justice. 

To  contact  the  Equity  Institute,  write  Box 
458,  Amherst,  MA  01004,  or  call  (413) 
256-6902. 


'Craig  Harris:  "The  whole  idea  of  promoting 
abstinence  is  ridiculous.  I  would  like  to  ask  ‘how 
many  of  you  Senators  are  celibate?’ 


Minority  AIDS  ed 
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“The  premise  of  the  bill  is  that  minority 
AIDS  problems  have  not  gotten  enough  at¬ 
tention,”  said  Isaac,  “which  could  lead  to  a 
monumental  epidemic  in  these  com¬ 
munities.  This  bill  addresses  the  gap  in 
medical  care  for  minorities,  who  are  more 
vulnerable  to  the  ravages  of  disease,”  she 
said. 

Ernest  Andrews,  Executive  Director  of 
the  Multi-cultural  Alliance  for  the  Preven¬ 
tion  of  AIDS,  stressed  the  importance  of 
community-based  educational  efforts.  He 
said  he  fears  AIDS  may  become  epidemic  in 
rural  areas,  especially  in  the  South,  where 
mainstream  AIDS  organizations  have  little 
or  no  contact.  ‘  ‘Nobody  knows  of  the  extent 
of  the  problem  in  these  areas.  People  die  of 
unknown  diseases  and  are  buried  before 
AIDS  is  mentioned.  These  areas  have  their 
own  problems  which  we  have  yet  to 
address,”  said  Andrews. 

Isaac  emphasized  community-based 
organization’s  responsiveness  to  community 
needs,  saying  “You  can’t  run  the  AIDS 
education  show  from  a  downtown  office.” 
According  to  Isaac,  Specter  envisions  a 
more  efficient  utilization  of  resources  and 
funds.  Coalitions  of  community-based 
organizations  can  apply  for  support  in 
cooperation  with  existing  institutions  such 
as  churches  and  universities,  which  provide 
access  to  a  wide  range  of  people  and 
resources. 

“We  want  to  foster  relationships  that  will 
help  in  spreading  the  word  about  AIDS,” 
said  Isaac.  Groups  of  Baptist  churches  and 
the  Southern  Christian  Leadership  Council 
are  examples  of  organizations  that  will  reach 
many  people  outside  urban  centers. 

AIDS  educators  told  GCN  that  while  they 


agree  with  the  intent  of  Specter’s  bill,  the 
Helms  amendment  might  make  effective 
education  all  but  impossible.  They  argue 
that  the  success  of  education  in  the  gay 
white  male  community,  where  the  rate  of  in¬ 
crease  of  HIV  infection  has  leveled  off,  is  at 
least  in  part  due  to  explicit  safe  sex  educa¬ 
tion.  Without  the  freedom  to  develop  and 
use  explicit  educational  materials,  educators 
may  never  reach  many  people  who  engage  in 
high-risk  activity.  Educators  are  particularly 
concerned  that  minority  communities, 
where  IV  drug  use  accounts  for  about  half 
of  all  reported  cases,  will  not  respond  to 
literature  that  promotes  abstinence  for  drug 
addicts. 

Although  Specter’s  bill  does  not  place  any 
limits  on  how  explicit  AIDS  materials  may 
be,  the  Helms  amendment  does.  But 
Specter,  according  to  Isaac,  does  not  see  the 
Helms  amendment  “killing”  the  minority 
AIDS  bill.  “He  felt  he  had  to  vote  with 
Helms  because  some  educational  material 
does  go  too  far,  but  if  the  amendment  does 
make  education  more  difficult,  the  Senate 
will  have  to  take  another  look  at  it,”  said 
Isaac.  Educators  warn  that  the  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration  is  unlikely  to  interpret  the 
Helms  amendment  liberally. 

Dannemeyer’s  press  secretary,  Paul 
Mero,  told  GCN  that  Helms  and  Dan- 
nemeyer  would  fight  efforts  to  “misinter¬ 
pret”  the  amendment  by  liberals  in  Con¬ 
gress.  “We  feel  that  much  of  the  AIDS 
education  material  does  not  address  the 
underlying  problems  which  we  are  trying  to 
get  at — what  causes  homosexuality  and  drug 
use.  As  long  as  these  things  are  around, 
there  will  be  diseases  spread.”  Mero  cited  a 
letter  he  had  received  from  a  gay  man  who 
he  claims  admitted  having  sex  with  over  200 
people  even  though  he  was. HIV-positive. 

“I  am  concerned  that  there  will  be  not 
much  left  from  the  Specter  bill  if  people  are 
really  equating  education  with  promoting 
homosexuality  and  drug  use,”  said  Craig 
Harris,  Chair  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Caucus  of  the  American  Public  Health 
Association.  “The  whole  idea  of  promoting 
abstinence  is  ridiculous.  1  would  like  to  ask 
‘How  many  of  you  Senators  are  celibate? 
You  are  all  at  risk  too.’  ” 

Forcing  minority  communities  to  fund 
their  own  explicit  sex  and  drug  educational 
material  is  equivalent  to  abandoning  educa¬ 
tion  all  together,  said  Harris.  White  AIDS 
organizations  have  access  to  money,  while 
minorities  have  less  and  are  reluctant  to  put 
money  into  what  is  perceived  to  be  a  gay 
issue.  If  Helms  and  Dannemeyer  succeed, 
said  Harris,  “people  of  color  will  be  left 
with  two  people  in  an  office  with  a 
typewriter,  trying  to  get  a  funding  proposal 
out.” 

filed  from  Boston  □ 


March 

Continued  from  page  3 
now.” 

Marla  Erlicn  of  the  Boston  March  Com¬ 
mittee  noted  that  exclusively  lesbian  issues 
were  not  addressed  at  the  meeting.  The  lack 
of  focus  on  lesbians  points  to  the  difficulty 
lesbians  have  coming  to  the  center  of  the  gay 
and  lesbian  movement,  Erlien  told  GCN. 

Noting  that  those  attending  the  meeting 
were  primarily  white,  Andler  said,  “The 
sense  I  got  from  the  meeting  was  that  the 
March  starte’d  to  help  us  see  some  of  the 
numbers  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  community 
and  some  of  the  diversity.”  The  mainstream 
white  lesbian  and  gay  community,  partially 
because  of  the  March,  is  beginning  to 
recognize  people  of  color  as  part  of  the  gay 
and  lesbian  movement,  said  Andler.  This 
recognition  needs  to  be  “turned  into 
something  meaningful,”  she  added. 

Johnson  said  the  low  numbers  of  people 
of  color  at  the  March  was  “a  major  disap¬ 
pointment.”  Johnson,  who  went  to  several 
Black  gay  bars  in  Washington  during  the 
weekend  of  the  March,  said  he  spoke  with 
many  Black  gay  men  who  did  not  want  to 
participate  in  the  March  because  “the  move¬ 
ment”  was  too  white. 

Approximately  half  of  the  meeting  was 
spent  retlecting  on  the  March.  People  spoke 
of  being  empowered  by  the  large  numbers  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  Washington,  D.C. 
One  woman  said  a  taxi-driver  told  her  he 
hadn’t  had  a  straight  passenger  in  days. 
Another  woman  spoke  about  the  thrill  of 
going  to  the  zoo  and  finding  it  swarming 
with  dykes. 

There  was  also  evidence  of  the  March 
energy  being  brought  back  into  marcher’s 
daily  lives.  Johnson,  a  school  teacher,  said 
he  confronted  teachers  in  his  school  who 
spoke  derogatorily  about  the  “faggots, 
dykes  and  queers”  who  went  to 


Washington.  Johnson  said  he  would  have 
been  hesitant  to  confront  his  co-workers 
prior  to  the  March. 

The  Boston  March  on  Washington  Com¬ 
mittee  will  hold  a  follow-up  community 
forum  to  plan  future  activism  on  November 
21.  The  meeting  will  be  in  the  Piemonte 
Room  in  City  Hall  from  I -5pm.  □ 

Wedding 

Continued  from  ,back  page 
Poconos,  the  pattern  for  the  silver,  and  our 
timetable  for  starting  a  family.  After  the 
photographs.  Laurel,  Diane  and  I  prepared 
to  go  our  separate  ways.  Diane  gave  me  one 
last  grin  as  she  walked  away,  and  I 
wondered  if  there  would  be  a  mass  annul¬ 
ment  the  following  day.  Just  as  I  was  about 
to  head  off  for  the  town  meeting  on  Sex  and 
Politics,  I  heard  a  shout  from  across  the 
Mall. 

“Bobbie,  Bobbie,  wait!” 

Was  it  Diane  begging  for  a  second  chance 
and  wanting  to  work  things  out?  Was  it 
Laurel  Shapely  wanting  to  know  how  to 
spell  parthenogenesis?  I  turned  to  find  my 
intended.  Quay,  running  across  the  Mall 
wearing  a  full  cutaway  suit  and  a  bright  red 
pair  of  Converse  hi-tops. 

“You’re  a  bit  late.” 

“1  know,  the  Freedom  Train  from 
Chicago  didn’t  happen,  and  I’ve  been  on  a 
bus  for  the  past  day  and  a  half.  How  was  the 
ceremony?” 

“It  was  okay  1  guess.  Quay,  would  you 
mind  terribly  if  I  pass  on  the  honeymoon? 
I’ve  had  an  awfully  trying  afternoon.” 

“Does  this  mean  we  have  to  wait  ’til 
there’s  another  wedding,  or  can  we 
elope?  ”□ 
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Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 

Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 


It 


for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


GJDTELLOW  RAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations,  AA  groups,  bars,  batbs,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mall  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. .  .(area  codes 
and  zip  codes  loo!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4,50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N.  &  S. 
Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail:  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
MAY  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 
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ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.LC.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  S&ARE  - 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240.-  '  .  ' 

HEMTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Contused,  Anxious, 

Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 

Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of 
Call  us: 

739-7832 

321  Columbus  Ave. 

5th  Floor,  Boston  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
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Attorney 
Alec  Gray 

Announces  his  new  law  office 
offering  the  following  service  areas: 


Alec  Gray.  Attorney  at  Law 
Former  Assistant  Attorney  General 

205  Portland  Street  , 

Boston.  MA  02114 
(617)  367-2840 


healthy  teeth. . . 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DOS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DOS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DOS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


JOHN  GRAVES 

PhD. 

13  Years  Gay  Affirmative  Counseling 
^  for  the  Community 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  022  1.5 

GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 

AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 

790  BOVLSTON  SlKfcET 

10  lAIRFIELD  PLA/A 

BOSTON,  MA  0JIU9 
(6I7H5.!-I500 

COUNSELING  Call  247-486! 

FOR  WOMEN  ext.  58 

Individual,  Couple  Sliding  Scale  Fee 

and  Group  Health  Insurance 

Counseling  Accepted 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 

The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Plainer, 
Barbara  Macy,  Michael  F.  Harrington 

Boston 

(617)  266-0760 

Gay  &  Lesbian 

Advocates 

and 

Defenders 

New  England's  legal  foundation 
for  gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights 
announces  openings  on  its  Board 
of  Directors  and  some  of  its 
committees.  If  you  are  interested 
in  serving  with  an  expanding 
organization  that  furthers  the  legal 
rights  of  gay  men  and  lesbians, 
contact  us  at  617-426-1350.  An 
informational  packet  and 
application  will  be  sent  to  you. 
Applications  accepted  until  Nov. 

27.  People  of  color  encouraged  to 
apply. 

Laurie  A.  Livingston, 
Ed.D. 

Licensed 

Psychologist 

Specializing  in: 
agoraphobia  •  panic 
disorder  •  simple 
fears  and  phobias  • 
depression  •  stress 
disorders  •  social 
anxiety  • 

Telephone: 

(617)  262-5223 

Agoraphobia  Treatment  and 
Research  Center  of  New  England 

264  Beacon  Street 

Boston,  MA  02116 

Insurance  AUTO 


Insurance 


CALL  AND  COMPARE 
BEFORE  YOU  BUY 

★  No  Service  Fees  —  Ever!  ★ 

★  Rates  Quoted  Over  the  Phone  ★  ^ 

★  Same  Day  Registration  Service  ★ 

★  Convenient  Monthly  Payment  Plans  ★ 
★  Cancelled  Policies  Replaced  ★ 


BROOKLINE 
241  Washington  St. 

731-1015 


ROSLINDALE 
4521  Washington  St. 

323-0800 


ALLSTON 
168a  Brighton  Ave. 

782-0400 


Our  offices  are  staffed  with  friendly,  knowledgeable 
people  to  answer  all  your  questions. 


CALL  THE  INSURANCE  PROFESSIONALS  FIRST 


KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 


Friends 


Evenings  7-12  p.ni.  :  .20  Nr  min.  / 

.10  ca.  min.  thereafter  /  h  min.s.  cost  $1.00 
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Kowalski 

Continued  from  page  10 

wrong.”  During  the  lobby  days  around  the 
National  March  on  Washington,  she  visited 
the  offices  of  several  Minnesota  con- 
gresspeople,  and  found  some  of  them  recep¬ 
tive. 

Activists  at  the  meeting  were  hopeful 
about  political  pressure  on  the  senatorial 
campaign  of  Hubert  (Skip)  Humphrey  III, 
currently  Minnesota’s  attorney  general. 
Humphrey  has  so  far  ignored  a  massive  peti¬ 
tion  campaign  aimed  at  bringing  the  case  to 
his  attention.  The  Bring  Sharon  Home 
Committee  intends  to  make  Kowalski’s  case 
an  issue  in  his  campaign,  appearing 
everywhere  to  ask  him  what  he  has  done  for 
her.  “We  need  to  prove  he’ll  lose  disabled 
voters,  lesbian  and  gay  voters,  women 
voters,”  Andrzejewski  said.  The  Minnesota 
group  is  planning  to  coordinate  a  campaign 
of  letters  to  Humphrey,  with  copies  to  the 
Minneapolis  Star  and  Tribune. 

The  third  main  strategic  area,  direct  ac¬ 
tion,  is  familiar  to  most  gay  and  women’s 
movement  activists,  but  has  been  the  focus 
of  little  attention  by  Sharon  Kowalski 
organizers  to  date.  A  birthday  card  cam¬ 
paign  organized  by  the  disability  rights 
group  Rainbow  Women  brought  in  over 
1000  birthday  cards  for  Kowalski.  Minn. 
Gov.  Rudy  Perpich  has  refused  to  deliver 
the  cards,  but  state  legislators  Karen  Clark 
and  Allen  Spear  are  considering  taking  ac¬ 
tion  to  have  them  delivered. 

With  a  temporary  respite  in  the  desperate 
need  for  fundraising,  more  direct  actions  are 
in  the  works.  Last  weekend  the  Minnesota 
group  organized  a  demonstration  at  the 
State  Capitol  in  St.  Paul  which  was  attended 
by  over  200  people.  A  guerilla  theater  per¬ 
formance  included  a  huge  wheelchair  bound 
by  ropes  being  freed  by  members  of  the 
crowd.  A  New  York  activist  who  had 
travelled  to  Minnesota  for  the  action  was 
even  able  to  get  inside  the  nursing  home 
where  Kowlaski  is  being  kept  and  briefly 
talk  to  her. 

Future  ideas  include  encouraging  all  gay 
pride  organizers  nationwide  to  name 
Kowalski  “grand  marshal  in  absentia”  in 
1988;  coordinating  a  national  action  on 
Kowalski’s  32nd  birthday  next  August; 
making  long-range  plans  for  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  at  the  nursing  home;  and  considering 
a  coordinated  campaign  of  telephone  calls 


to  Kowalski.  The  group  also  agreed  to  pro¬ 
mote  a  holiday  card  campaign  this 
December.  (See  the  resource  list  at  the  end 
of  this  article  for  address.) 

A  continued  priority  for  all  the  organizers 
is  the  need  to  make  disability  rights  activists 
aware  of  the  case.  Although  disability 
groups  Thompson  approached  were  initially 
hesitant  to  become  involved  in  a  case  involv¬ 
ing  lesbians,  the  United  Handicapped 
Federation  recently  volunteered  to  write  an 
amicus  brief  on  the  case,  and  has  expressed 
Interest  in  creating  a  disability  presence  at 
any  future  demonstrations  and  court  hear¬ 
ings. 

“Homophobia  is  not  the  only  thing  hap¬ 
pening  [in  this  case],”  said  Maryanne 
Kirkbride  of  Boston  Women  Determined  to 
Free  Sharon  Kowalski.  “We  need  to  do 
some  consciousness-raising  for  ourselves 
and  get  a  working  definition  of  able-ism.” 

Andrzejewski  said  of  the  legal  obstacles 
facing  Kowalski  and  other  disabled  people 
“Any  time  we  meet  with  people  about  this 
case,  we  come  up  against  guardianship  law. 
Guardianship  law  says  Donald  Kowalski  is 
Sharon.  There  is  a  need  to  look  at  guardian¬ 
ship  law  on  the  national  level.”  A  report  on 
guardianship  abuse  recently  released  by 
Rep.  Claude  Pepper’s  Congressional  sub¬ 
committee  may  be  useful  for  such  efforts. 
Tacie  Dejanikus,  of  the  D.C.  Lesbian  Com¬ 
mittee  to  Free  Sharon  Kowalski,  said,  “We 
need  to  use  this  report  to  build  links  with 
other  groups,  particularly  those  working  on 
disability,  nursing  home,  and  elderly 
issues.” 

Although  currently  organizers  are  focuss¬ 
ing  on  other  strategies,  fundraising  remains 
important.  “If  nothing  else,”  said  Judith 
Lindquist  of  the  New  York  Committee  to 
Free  Sharon  Kowalski,  “after  she’s  free 
we’ll  need  a  Sharon  Kowalski  fund  to  help 
take  care  of  her.” 

The  committees  will  meet  again  in  early 
1988  to  continue  their  planning. 

AH  the  Sharon  Kowalski  groups  listed 
below  need  new  members.  Those  interested 
in  starting  Kowalski  groups  in  areas  where 
they  don’t  currently  exist  should  contact 
Julie  Andrzejewski. 

HOLIDA  Y  CARD  CAMPAIGN 
Mail  holiday  cards  between  December  1 
and  December  8  to: 

Continued  on  page  12 
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Kowalski 


Continued  from  page  1 1 
Sharon  Kowalski 
Leisure  Hills  Nursing  Home 
1500  3rd Ave.  E. 

Hibbing,  MN  55746 

CONTACTS 

Maryanne  Kirkbride 

Boston  Women  Determined  to  Free 

Sharon  Kowalski 

(617)  522-7466 

Judith  Lindquist 

New  York  Committee  to  Free  Sharon 

Kowalski 

(718)  939-7730 

Julie  Andrzejewski 

Bring  Sharon  Home  Committee 

(612)  253-5551 

Tacie  Dejanikus 

D.  C.  Lesbians  Committee  to  Free  Sharon 

Kowalski 

(202)  667-3415 

Denise  Rettenmaier 

San  Francisco  Committee  to  Free  Sharon 

Kowalski 

(415)  486-1746 

Karen  Thompson 

Rt.l  Box  112 

Clear  Lake,  MN  55319 

(612)  743-3305  < 

DONATIONS  TO  KAREN  THOMPSON 

LEGAL  FUND 

c/o  Julie  Andrzejewski 

32495  County  Rd.  4 

St.  Cloud,  MN  56301  n 


Oregon 

Continued  from  page  3 

Powell  said  he  believes,  however,  that 
anti-gay  forces  are  certain  to  get  the  smaller 
number  of  signatures  they  need  to  force  a 
referendum  in  Portland  on  that  part  of  a 
personnel  ordinance  that  forbids  discrimin¬ 
ation  against  city  employees  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  orientation.  “All  they  have  to  do  is 
stand  outside  the  fundamentalist 
churches,”  Powell  said.  He  pointed  to  the 
1978  defeat  of  a  gay  rights  law  by  voters  in 
the  relatively  liberal  city  of  Eugene  as 
evidence  that  Portland  gay  activists 
shouldn’t  underestimate  their  opposition. 

The  ordinance  under  attack  was  passed 
unanimously  by  the  Portland  City  Council 
on  May  7.  It  also  forbids  discrimination  on 
the  basis  of  “race,  color,  religion,  sex,  age, 
marital  status,  national  origin,  family  rela¬ 
tionship,  handicap  or  political  affiliation.” 
The  ordinance  merely  combined  pre¬ 
existing  personnel  policies.  The  city’s  policy 
of  fair  treatment  of  lesbian,  gay  and  bi¬ 
sexual  employees  dates  to  1974. 

Right-wing  forces  originally  intended  to 
try  to  repeal  the  entire  ordinance,  according 
to  Dave  Fidanque  of  the  Eugene  office  of 
the  ACLU.  After  deciding  the  strategy 
wouldn’t  work,  they  are  now  trying  to  draft 
a  referendum  which  would  ask  Portland 
voters  to  repeal  only  the  portion  of  the  or¬ 
dinance  covering  sexual  orientation. 

Among  the  leaders  of  the  anti-gay 
referendum  drive  is  Joe  Lutz,  who  cam¬ 
paigned  on  an  anti-abortion  platform  when 
he  ran  against  U.S.  Senator  Bob  Packwood 
in  the  1986  Republican  primary.  □ 


LOOKING  AT  USED  CARS? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to  us  for 
a  complete  evaluation.  $35  for  4  or 
6  cylinder  cars  —  $5  extra  for  V-8, 
van  or  A/C  (with  this  ad).  If  you 
would  like  a  woman  mechanic  to 
work  on  your  car,  please  say  so 
when  you  make  your  appointment. 

J.  &  S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northhampton  Street 
_ 267-0300 


Your  ad  could  be 
here  for  as  little  as 
$60  per  month 

Call 

(617)  426-4469 


ACUPUNCTURE 

Ronald  Kelter 

Registered  Acupuncturist 

•Isolated  or  disposable 
needles  used 

•Needle  and  needleless 
techniques 

Acupuncture  Associates 
of  Cambridge 

843  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Centrai  Square,  Cambridge 
(617)  4914410 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 

FENWAY 
^  COMIVIUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

•  .Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

*  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  insemination  •  .Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 

by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 

15  YEARS  SERVING 
.'HE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  •  research  •  health  education  • 

•  confidential  • 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

•Family  Law 
•Real  Estate  Transfers 
•Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
•Discrimination 
•Unemployment 
•Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02130 
(617)  876-7099 


617-776-5866  Somerville,  Mass. 

Lynne  S.  Brandon,  Ph.D. 

FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT 

Long-range  Planning,  State  Contracting, 

Budgeting,  Staff  Training  &  Supervision, 

Conversion  to  Computerized  Systems 

•  Non-Profit  •  Small  •  Sole 

Agencies  Businesses  Proprietors 


Active,  Goal-oriented 

THERAPY  FOR  ANXIETY 


txzhoyior 

O56OCI0t(Z5 


.Specializing  in 
short-term,  problem- 
focused  therapy. 


For  individuals  with  anxieties  over  AIDS-related  life-style  Boston 

changes,  other  fears,  or  problems  with  shyness  or  coming  ,^5  Newbury  St 

out,  we  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy  and  en-  762-9116 

courage  them  to  evaluate  their  own  progress  towards  very  ^lington  T 

specific  goals.  Our  licensed  staff  consists  of 

psychologists,  social  workers,  and  psychiatrists.  For  infer-  Danvers 

mation  call  262-9116.  5  Elm  St. 

774-0142 

Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service  Cambridge 

Insurance  accepted.  51  Brattle  St. 


BUSINESS 

GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgeriy  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

843  Mass.  Ave..  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
617-491-4410 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINGfTAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street  * 

Boston,  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston,  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-53 10 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
Affordable  Catering 
for  All  Occasions 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 122  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  731-3306 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
266-8S84 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 


DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  No.3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 

COUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 
FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR 

WOMEN,  COUPLES  AND 

CHILDREN 

Jill  Richard.  LICSW 

1130  Mass.  Ave..  Harvard  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

776-6158 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86yi  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

STEPEHEN  ).  GOLDBURGH 
ED.D 

Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St..  Suite  231 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston.  MA 
267-9150 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/i  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02138 
876-8438 


DAYCARE 

BARB'S  FAMILY  DAYCARE 
State  Licensed 

Beacon  Hill.  Boston,  MA  02114 
523-3772 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROlPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  M A  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

HEALTH  , 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th.,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston.  MA  02115 

267- 7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-75B8 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  8  testing 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Suite  830 
so  Congress  St. 

Boston.  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline.  M A  02146 
Tii.inis 


NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Uwrence.MA  01840 
683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  UkWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-E  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave, 

(617)  262-1000,  X  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNINGfREPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St, 

Boston.  MA  021 18 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
351  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

TAXES  A  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL.  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plata 
482-2900 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 


FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 

DIAL  1-550-9036 

Group  and  Private 
Conversation. 

Community  Interest 
Programming 
Exclusively 
for  Women 

AMONG  FRIENDS 

FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 
1-550-9036 

.20  Istmin./.IOea,  min. 

evenings  8pm-11pra 


BE  P.  C 

DO  YOU  HAVE  A  PC  TO  DONATE! 

GCN  is  looking  for  a  few  good  IBM  compatible  com¬ 
puters;  PC,  XT,  or  AT,  floppies  or  hard  disk,  new  or 
used-we’re  not  too  fussy.  GCN  is  non-profit;  donations 
are  tax-deductible.  Call  Steve  Dyer  at  253-0127  (w)  or 
Nancy  Wechsler  at  623-51 10  (w)  or  776-9252  (h).  (19) 

LF,  24,  athletic,  sensitive,  too  complex  to  be  covered  in 
three  short  lines.  Basically  happy  but  feeling  a  void. 
Loking  for  similar  LF  to  share  everything  from  bike 
rides  to  political  discussions.  No  drugs/smoke.  Box  254. 
_ 08) 

Gay  guy  wants  to  exchange  letters  with  AIDS  guys  who 
are  lonely.  I’m  at:  Joe  Sampiere,  Jr,  207  Seymour  Ave, 
Derry,  Ct  0641 8. _ (J7) 

For  Women  Only:  “Beyond  Rainbows”  a  publication 
for  women  wanting  to  meet  women.  Sensitive,  personal, 
supportive.  Low  membership  fee.  Discretion  respected. 
Information/application-$2.00  Sample  issue-$5.00.  Also 
display  and  classified  .section-write  for  price  sheet. 
“Beyond  Rainbows”,  PO  Box293,  Sweet  Valley,  PA 
18  6  5  6 

_ (16) 

Newly  gay  WM,  34,  writer  seeks  discreet  younger  lover. 
(Will  consider  non-recprocator.(  Prefer  no  facial/light 
body  hair.  Picture  helpful.  P.O.  Box  392,  Watertown, 
MA  02272. _ (17) 

Three  wondercats  need  lovings  homes.  Their  dykes  are 
moving  to  Oregon.  Please  help.  Call  Jude/Paula 
626-2894.  Also_’79  Toyota  Corolla  sportcoupe  for  sale- 
great  green  car,  $13()0/bo. _ (16) 

LONELY  DYKE  AD 

Political!  progressive,  chubby  Lesbian  with  varied  in¬ 
terests,  lately  into  the  “sex  debates”  and  exploring 
spirituality.  Looking  for  a  woman  who’s  accepted  her 
sexual  identity  &  won’t  mess  with  my  head.  30’s  and  40’s 
age  group.  Box  253. _ (17) 

LF  37  into  being  natural,  healthy,  open,  honest,  caring, 
life  basically  together  but  something  missing,  seeks 
similar  LF  for  friendship  or  more.  POB  312,  Newton- 
ville,  02160. _ ((6) 

YOUNGER  LOVER 

Smart,  cute,  trim  and  funny  LF,  24,  seeks  older  LF. 
,,Like  politics  and  P-town,  dining  out  and  hanging  out. 
Box  252. _ _ _ (16) 

L.W.F,  college  student,  seeks  friends.  Anyone  else  out 

there  a  little  lonely?  I’m  a  caring,  compassionate,  giving, 
funny  and  loyal  person  who  would  like  to  know  more 
gay  people  like  myself.  Want  to  be  my  buddy?  P.O.  Box 
W0604.  Norton,  MA  02766. _ (16) 

MICHAEL  P.  SMITH! 

Steve  Murphy  is  looking  for  you.  Plea,se  call  me  at  (703) 
660-9578  or  write  7138  Tolliver  Street,  Alexandria,  VA 
22306.  I  MISS  YOU! _ ((7) 

Just  because  the  summer’s  over,  doesn’t  mean  you  can’t 
lay  out.  Join  the  efferve,scent  crew  at  GCN  every  Thurs¬ 
day  night  from  7-midnight.  We’ll  train  you,  feed  you 
great  food,  you  know  you’ll  love  it.  Call  (617)  426-4469 
for  details. _ ((7) 

DYKE  FOOTBALL 

Anyone  interested  in  playing  pick-up  football  on  the 

wekends?  Call  Jennie  at  (617)426-4469  (days)  or 

491-1124  (eves). _ (16) 

LIVE  PHONE  CONFERENCE 

Talk  with  up  to  8  gay  men  in  the  Philadelphia  area  free 
of  charge.  The  man  you’ve  been  waiting  to  meet  could 
be  on  our  phone  line.  1-215-471-0463. _ (22) 

I  NEED  YOUR  HELP 

L.F.  is  looking  for  a  left  wing  gay  man  to  marry  for 
practical  purposes  A.S.A.P.  Box  250. _ (16) 

CIncut,  cinshavn,  working  GWM  18-26  or  studnt  wntd 
as  houseboy/even  lover!  Own  lux  room,  cable  TV,  air, 
lone;  off  street  prkng,  ww  on  MBTA  line  (Bost).  No 
smokng,  Abs  safe  sex!  436-4533.  Bob. _ (17) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Outcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Also  hiring.  Earn 
$60  +  /hr.  Work  in  any  city.)  Call  Scott  at  215-668-8898. 
_ ((8) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 


CORRESPONDENCE 

pen  pal 

INTRODUaiONS 

by  mail 
Write  to  "D" 

P.O.  Box  693 
N.  Adams,  MA  02147 


NASTY  POLITICS 

Unbelievably  filthy  but  politically  correct  videos,  pix, 
newsletter.  Head/body  shaves,  bondage,  enemas,  SM, 
TT,  VA  fetishes  galore.  All  male,  all  nasty,  all  hot,  but 
all  safer  sex.  Free  personal  ads,  free  info:  TR  Witomski, 
41  Bonnaire,  Toms  River,  NJ  08757.  Models,  writers, 
artists,  lawyers  wanted:S$S _ (20) 

EDITORIAL  HELP, 

Volunteers  needed  to  edit  copy,  answer  correspondence, 
perform  general  office  tasks.  Time  commitment:  2  hrs 
weekly  minimum.  Weekdays  &  Thurs.  and  Fri.  nights; 
possible  take  home  work.  Call  Stephanie,  426-4469.  (C) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN's  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not 
necessary.  5  hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469 
for  more  info. _ (C) 

LOOKING  FOR  INTERVIEW  SUBJECTS 

I  am  a  graduate  student  doing  doctoral  research  in 
psychology.  I  am  looking  for  interview  subjects 
— childless  lesbians  between  the  ages  of  30  and  40  who 
are  considering  parenthood.  I  am  looking  for  lesbians 
who  have  not  yet  made  up  their  minds  whether  to 
become  mothers,  as  my  focus  is  on  the  proces  of  making 
this  choice.  All  interview  material  will  be  kept  strictly 
confidential.  If  you  think  you  might  be  interested  in  be¬ 
ing  interviewed,  call  Stephanie  Weissman  at  (617) 
623-8019. _ (16) 

HELP  WANTED 


OFFICE  CLEANERS 

Mon-Fri:  6pm- 10pm 
Excellent  positions  in 
Burlington,  Waltham,  Lexington,  Concord 

CARPET  CLEANING 
TECHNICIAN 

Full  and  part  time 
Excellent  salary  plus  benefits 

861-6699 


WOMEN’S  TRANSITIONAL  HOUSING  PROGRAM 

Horizons,  a  longterm  housing  program  for  women  and 
children  seeks: 

Family  Advocate  -  will  provide  individual/group  ser¬ 
vices  to  women/children,  coordinate  activity  program, 
assess  family  needs.  Requires:  AA/BA,  direct  service  ex¬ 
perience,  counseling  skills.  $17,000-$  18,000. 

House  Manager  -  will  coordinate  upkeep  of  house, 
manage  finances,  participate  in  program 
development/implementation,  facilitate  children’s  ac¬ 
tivity  group.  Requires:  AA/BA,  direct  service  ex¬ 
perience,  simple  bookkeeping.  $I7,000-$I8,000. 
Program  Assistant  -  will  assist  with  budgets/proposals 
for  city/state  funding,  monitor  expenditures,  provide 
administrative  support  to  program  including  simple 
bookkeeping,  report  writing.  Requires:  AA/BA  in 
related  field,  experience  with  record  keeping  and  office 
administration.  $14,000-$I6,000. 

WEIU  IS  AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 
Contact:  Janet  Dooley,  Women’s  Educational  and  In- 
dustrial  Union  at  536-5657. _ (16) 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  seeks  part- 
time  office  person  -  word  processing,  typing  and  general 
office  work.  15  -  20  hours/week,  $6. 50/hour.  Call  Sterl- 
ingat  426-1350. _ (H) 

PERSONAL  CARE  ASSISTANT  (Part-Time) 

2  positions  available.  Personal  care  assistant  for  disabled 
writer  in  the  JP  area:  (1)  Mon-Fri,  5-7pm;  (2)  10  hours 
on  weekends.  No  lifting  necesary,  but  prefer  those  with 
strength.  Experience  not  necessary.  Will  train,  but  need 
reliable,  committed  assistance.  Most  PCA’s  work  with 
me  one  or  two  years.  Please  respond  only  if  you’ll  be  in 
Bo.ston  for  one  year.  $6. 30/hour,  no  taxes  taken.  Call 
232-5956  eves.  Let  phone  ring. _ (16) 

$7.00  per  hour  painting  houses.  Must  be  strong,  hard¬ 
working  and  reliable.  Raise  for  quality  work.  Call.  T. 
Wernimont  at  524-6592. _ (16) 

PERSONAL  CARE  FOR  INTERESTING, 
DISABLED  LESBIAN 

I  am  very  political,  I  write,  I’m  a  therapist,  artist  and 
very  disabled.  I  need  someone  Friday  8:30  am  through 
Monday  8:30  am  (72  hours)  to  bathe,  dress,  lift,  feed, 
drive  and  help  me  do  my  thing.  $270.00  per  weekend. 
Work  every  weekend  or  alternate  weekends.  Call  Connie 
at  524-0921 .  Non-smoker  preferred. _ (18) 

BE  THE  FIRST  TO  KNOW  THE  DIRT 
...about  Boston  events  of  interest  to  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  be  a  part  of  your  community  lesbian  and  gay,  anti¬ 
racist,  feminist  newspaper  and  get  your  name  in  print. 
Yes,  you  too  can  be  a  GCN  volunteer  newswriter.  Write 
about  a  broad  range  of  events  or  pick  your  beat  — 
-anarchist  queers,  sex  polities,  political  organizing  by 
people  of  color,  electoral  politics,  AIDS  in  the  Black 
community,  lesbian  activists,  bars  and  anything  else  you 
could  possibly  imagine.  Journalism  experience  not  re- 
quired.  Call  Kim  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ (C) 


SERVICES 


Mount  Holyoke  College  Lesbian  Alumnae  network! 
Join  over  150  womyn  around  the  world!  Send  long 
SASE  to  D.  Albino,  32  Elm  street,  Cambridge,  MA 
02139. _ _(12) 

GAY  JEWS  WORKING  IN  )EWISH  COMM. 

Second  annual  conference  for  gay  and  lesbian  Jews 
working  professionally  in  the  Jewish  community  being 
held  winter  1987.  Strictly  confidential,  for  more  infor¬ 
mation,  write  to  Ameinu,  P.O.  Box  281,  Jenkintown, 
PA  19046. _ _ _  (19) 

HIV*  AFFINITY  GROUP 

Join  others  exploring  living  with  HIV  infection.  Wekly 
peer-group  meetings  to  improve  the  pre.sent  and  future 
of  HIV’  people.  Strictly  confidential  membership. 
Don’t  wait  for  the  next  shoe  to  fall,  call  POSITIVE 
DIRECTIONS,  a  non-theraputic,  not-for-profit 
organization  at  353-1070.  (17) 

WOMAN-IDENTIFIED  JEWELRY 

Designs  in  sterling  &  14k,  amethyst  &  moonstone.  3pp 
color  catalog  $1.  Lizzie  Brown,  PO  Box  389-G,  Brim- 
field ,  M  A  0  1  OlO _ _ _ _ _ <11  > 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  •Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Pr/vote  Medical  Office  •  Confident/oi 

ROBERT  TAYLOR.  MD 

1755  Beocon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


FOR  SALE 


Boston 

Roommate 

Center  GAY  LISTINGS. 

Get  to  know  your  next  roommate 
and  apartment  before  getting  run 
down  with  endless  interviews. 

List  your  apartment  —  FREE! 

Copley  Square  266-3636 

755  Boylston,  Suite  702 


Room  without  a  closet  for  someone  out  of  the  closet. 
Small  warm  room  in  J.P.  $210  inci  heat.  Avail  Nov 
15th.  No  pets.  Call  Tamsin,  day  442-9322,  Laura  eves. 
524-1874. _ (J_8) 

BLF  &  JLF,  27  &  28,  sk  LF  25  +  for  quiet  .street  near 
Davis  Sq  T.  We  are  friendly,  communicative  political, 
independent,  semi-coop,  w/d,  porch,  piano.  Avail 
11/15.  $270,  sorry  no  pets/smoke.  776-8405. _ (17) 

JP  GF  29  seeks  same  25  + .  1  or  2  rooms  $350/$400 
negotiable  incl  HtHW,  Have  cat,  no  more  pets.  Prfr 
nonsmkr,  indep,  resp,  perm/temp.  Rochelle  524-0754. 
_ (17) 

3  LFs  and  cat  seek  LF  27  +  for  spacious  4  bedroom 
house  with  yard,  Inman  Sq.  Somerville.  Non-smoker 
wanted  for  semi-coop,  politically  progressive,  indepen¬ 
dent  household.  $182  +  .  Available  1 1/1  or  12/1. 
876-6189. _ (17) 

LF  and  dog  seek  same  to  share  4  bedroom  hou.se  in  safe, 
quiet,  multi-racial  neighborhood  on  Dorchester/Mat- 
tapan  line,  convenient  to  Ashmont.  Prefer  graduate  stu¬ 
dent  or  working  lesbian  over  25.  Child  &  pets  welcome. 
$300  +  1/3  utilities.  Call  evenings  296-241 1 _ (17) 

LF  seeks  same  26+  for  quiet  sunny  2  bdrm  apt.  Teele 
Square,  Somerville.  Petless,  smokeless  $250+. 
628-3216. _ (JJ) 

GWM  with  2  mellow  cats  seeks  same  for  sunny  6-Rm 
furnished  apt.  Near  1-A,  bus,  train,  beach,  malls.  Nice 
neighborhood.  $260+.  No  lease  or  deposit.  UB  neat, 
responsible,  independent,  discreet,  non-smoker.  Call 
Peter,  595-1237 _ ((7) 

Lesbian  seeks  1  or  2  wimmin  to  share  3  BR  apt  in  Dor¬ 
chester.  $200-325  +  util,  depending  on  #of  people.  Sun¬ 
ny,  hardwood  floord,  progressive  politics,  &  vegetables. 
No  smoking.  Near  T.  Call  now!  265-2010.  '  (16) 

PORTER  SQUARE  SUBLET 

LF  looking  for  roommateto  share  house  on  quiet  street 
near  Porter  Sq.  Available  now  thru  May  (possibly 
August).  $350.  Please  call  628-5771. _ (16) 

Professional  LF  40  and  dog  seek  quiet,  clean,  responsibl 
professional  female  35-45  to  share  nice  Brookline  apt. 
$350  +  utils.  Call  739-0523,  leave  message. _ (16) 

NEWTON 

Prof  LF  seeks  responsible  LF  27-37  to  share  2  BR  duples 
in  Newtonville,  off  Pike.  Off  street  pkg,  close  to  T, 
wood  floors,  dw,  storage,  large  sunny  rooms  on  3  levels, 
yard.  Very  nice,  convenient  area.  $400/mnth  +  'A 
utilities.  Av  in  Nov.  969-7325. _ (16) 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate’’  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


F,  27,  seeks  2  quiet,  responsible,  non-homophobic,  non¬ 
heterophobic  people  to  form  warm,  friendly,  semi-veg, 
semi-coop  in  3  bdrm,  Somerville  apt.  No  pets,  $250  +  . 
Call  Anne  666-1267. _  (16) 

HOME  ON  A  HILL  ~ 

Qome  share  beautiful  Mission  Hill  apt.  with  me,  my  dog 
&  cat.  Music,  books,  good  food,  plants.  LF  or  BiL 
welcome,  must  be  comfortable  w/both.  No  smoke/ 
drugs/little  alcohol;  mu,st  love  pets  &  be  30 +  .  Back 
porch,  w/d/d.  It’s  a  real  home!  $350  +  .  277-5835. 
Share  sunny  apt  near  Newburyport  Ctr  with  GM.  2 
frpis,.  hdwd  firs,  w/d,  prkng.  No  smokers.  $350  +  .  Avail 
10-1.465-2357, _ 06) 

BL  couple  seek  LF  /cpI  to  share  new  2  bd  I  '/’bath  con¬ 
do.  Security  complex,  wash/dry,  neat  T  in  Chelsea. 
Available  Dec.  1.  $387.50+  .  Call  Tiffany,  Angela 
884-4241,  (17) 


SOLOFLEX  MACHINE 

$250.00  or  B.O.  Tel  262-7676  days  of  266-9442  eve.  Ask 
for  Don.  (16) 

IMMUNE  SYSTbn 

NATURAL  NUTRITIVE  PROTECTION 

Now  you  can  help  to  protect  your  immune  sustem  better 
than  you  ever  could  before!  For  info.  &  delails-Write: 
M.  Woods,  Box  161 164,  Ft .  Worth,  Texas  76161 .  (19) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

MEDFORD/SOMERVILLE 

2  LF  seek  2  roommates  for  large  4  br  in  Medford.  Quiet 
St,  close  to  Tufts,  T.  $200  + .  ,\vail  12/1.  395-8257 
(leave  message).  _ (17) 

HOLISTIC  COMMUNE 

Gay  men’s  holistic  commune  now  expanding.  An  ex¬ 
citing  experience  of  a  loitUly  new  culture.  I’.O.  Box  80, 
STN.  B  , Ottawa, ON  klPM’3. _  (17) 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25<  per  word  (35t  per  word  for  business  ads), 

Basic  cost 

□  Non-business  rate:  25®  @  word  ($7.00  min.) 

□  Business  rate;  35<t  @  word  ($9.80  min.) 

$ _ per  ad  X _ number  of  runs  $ _ 


Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x _ 


_ number  of  runs)  $ _ 

.  number  of  runs)  $ _ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  lOtyo  $ _ 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $ _ 

□  31+  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ _ 

□  I’m  giving  a  gift  subscription.  Deduct  $2  $ _ 

Subtotal  $ _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $  — 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $  — 

SubKriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ _ 

□  I  want  to  give  a  gift  subscription  I  $ _ 

US;  $33;  Canada:  $45.  Institutional  rate:  $40. 
Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

;  ;$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  X $15  $ 


My  category  it: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  M  A  02116 


Name  . 
Address . 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


PORTER  SQUARE  SUBLET 

LF  looking  for  roommateto  share  house  on  quiet  street 
near  Porter  Sq.  Available  now  thru  May  (possibly 
August),  S3S0.  Please  call  628-5771. _ (*6) 

Professional  LF  40  and  dog  seek  quiet,  clean,  responsibi 
professional  female  35-45  to  share  nice  Brookline  apt. 
$350+  utils.  Call  739-0523,  leave  message. _ (16) 

NiwTON 

Prof  LF  seeks  responsible  LF  27-37  to  share  2  BR  duples 
in  Newtonville,  off  Pike.  Off  street  pkg,  close  to  T, 
wood  floors,  dw,  storage,  large  sunny  rooms  on  3  levels, 
yard.  Very  nice,  convenient  area.  $400/mnth  +  Vi 
utilities.  Av  in  Nov.  969-7325. _ (16) 

Neat,  porfessional  male,  26,  seeks  roommate  to  share 
pleasant,  modern  2BR.  Good  location,  near  Orange  line 
and  Gren  lines.  $380  +  .  Leave  message  at  536-6636  or 
try  Ron  at  495-5125.  _ (1^) 

LF  32  has  sunny  JP  apt  in  gay-owned  house  w/l  room 
open  Dec  1 .  Rent  is  $275  f  .  Feminist,  coop  home.  Non- 
smkg.  Open  to  pets.  522-4368. _ (16) 

2GM  seek  2  others  to  share  quiet  Ft  Flill  home,  5  min  to 
Roxb.  crossing  T  stop.  Newly  rehab  vict.  w/yds.  Avail 
Nov  I.  Want  considerate  nonsmokers,  no  pets.  Call 
Peter  (10  am  best)  445-4731,  $335  month  includes  heat. 

_ 06) 

Two  LF  seek  30+  stable,  cooperative,  considerate  LF 
with  sense  of  humor  for  Cambridge  single  family  house, 
yard,  good  energy.  Non-smoker,  cat  negotiable. 
'Nov/[3ec.  $208  +  .  354-3399.  _ 06) 

SHARE  BRAINTREE  HOME 

GM  couple  mid-30’s  seeks  30  +  responsible,  cooperative 
person  to  share  7  room  Braintree  home.  Furnished 
bedroom,  large  yard,  quiet  neighborhood  close  to  pubic 
transportation.  You  must  appreciate  pets,  but  not  have 
vour  own.  $300  i  1/3  utilities.  849-0968  leave  message. 

06) 

APARTMENTS 

DAVIS  SQUARE  I  BDRM 

Available  Nov.  15  or  earlier.  Large,  sunny  bedroom,  liv- 
ingroom,  d/d,  w/d  in  basement,  CATV,  A/C.  gat 
h/hw.  Heart  of  Davis  Square,  steps  from  Rcdlinc. 
$525/mo.  Call  Dan,  629-2915,  or  daytime  at  426-4469. 
_ (17) 

SOMERVILLE  APARTMENT 

2  bedroom  apt,  '/:  mile  from  Porter,  Davis  Squares. 
Natural  woodwork,  floors,  yard  in  quiet  neighborhood. 
Beautiful  condition.  Women  owned  and  owner  oc¬ 
cupied.  $8(X).  Available  Dec.  Isi.  Call  484-7196.  (16) 


LESBIAN  ROOMING  HOUSE 

Historic  Lesbian  Rooming  House  in  Northampton,  MA 
seeks  responsible  mature  women  to  fill  vacancies. 
Shared  kitchen,  common  area,  and  bathrooms. 
$200. 00/month.  For  information,  call  Sally, 
4I3-.586-7440. _  (22) 

liorchester:  6RM  2  BDRM  1st  fir,  remod  kitch  &  bath, 
new  systems,  porch,  fresh  paint,  gas  stove/hot  wtr,  oil 
heat,  safe  secure,  owner  occ  bid.  $675  mo  282-1 196. (( 19) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  YOUTH  COMMUNITY  FUND 

Sponsors  of  youth/student  projects  send  tax-deductable 
donations  payable  to;  GYCC/Capp  St.  Foundation. 
Mail  to:  GYCF,  2215-R  Market  St.,  Suite  479,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14. _ (15.30) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  con¬ 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  November 
13th-15th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire.  A  partners  group 
has  also  been  formed  for  lesbian  women  who  are  in  rela¬ 
tionship  with  JLDHS.  Membership  is  not  dependent  on 
both  partners.  For  information,  write  Box  6194,  Boston, 
MA  02114  or  call  (617)  321-4254. _ (15.49) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

DAUGHTERS  OF  BILITIS 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35  + ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (15.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V16.1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 

meeting  at  6:30.  Women’s  meeting  at  6.  Call  497-8282 

for  info.  _ (14,32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational  relationships.  For 
more  information  send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at 
537  Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  New  York  10018. _ (15.23) 


PUBLICATIONS 

THE  PEOPLE 

Marxist  biweekly.  Since  1891.  Indroductory  special  $1/4 
months.  The  People.  (GCN)  Box  50218,  Palo  Alto,  CA 
94303. _ _ _ (19) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/  international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

GUARDIAN:lndependent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian,  Dept  GCN,  33W  l7ihSl.  NY,  NY,  1001 1 . _ jex) 

BLACKfOUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To;  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ _ _ 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$ll/yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info,  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 
WOMAN  OF  POWER;  A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  -263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 

(V15.21) 


WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Come  experience  spectacular  fall  foliage,  party  in 
costume  at  Halloween  or  joins  us  for  the  holidays.  We 
celebrate  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  with  great  food 
and  good  cheer.  With  great  hiking,  super  skiing,  and 
serious  relaxing  anytime,  we’re  here  for  you  year 
’round.  Hot  tub.  Cross  country  skiing  on  our  100 
private  acres.  Downhill  skiing  and  sleigh  rides  nearby. 
The  Highlands  Inn,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeeers. 

New  England’s  Biggest  and  Best  Gay  Inn! 
CHECK’ER  OUT 

AT  THE  CHECK'ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  parking.  Apartments 
also  available.  1  block  to  bay,  open  year’round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St.,  P’town,  MA  02657  (20) 


MOVERS 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
'.HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
’  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
'  Lie.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

521-0826 


(15.20) 


THE  JIM  CURK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 


RESORTS 


(I) 


MIKE’S  GUEST  HOUSE 

STOCKBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Your  Bed  and  Breakfast  in  the  Berkshires  -  open  year 
round  -  singles  and  couples  welcome  -  Call  for  rate  and 
reservations.  (413)  298-4095. _ (17) 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


(15.1) 


ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 


S  I  wonder  when  1  will  be  free? 

B  Will  someone  please  see  about  me? 

S  1  can  be  sweet  and  sometimes  kind, 

■  Somebody,  help  me  with  this  time 

I  Lonely  and  sad,  need  someone  bad 

to  talk  to.  Patricia  JOHNSON,  6930,  Box 
2  180,  Muncy  PA  17756.  (Sorry,  but  can’t  write 
S  to  other  prisoners.) _ 


Prisoners 

Seeking 


B  31  years  old,  born  under  Sagittarius,  my  m- 1 
9  terests  include  art,  photography,  and  music.  | 
I  Seeking  a  lesbian  friend  inside  or  out  for  serious  i 
S  friendship  or  more.  Looking  forward  to  hearing  j 
B  from  someone.  Alicea  ALEXANDER,  Box  j 
S  7007,  Carson  City  NV  89702. 


I 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


GCN  GAY  &  LESBIAN  PRISONER  PROJECT 
We  send  free  GCNs,  books  (when  they  are 
donated  and  money  for  postage  is  available)  and 
run  free  penpal  ads  for  gay  &  lesbian  prisoners. 
(There’s  sometimes  a  waiting  list  because  of 
limited  space.)  If  you  (outsiders)  can  help  with 
your  time  or  a  contribution  of  gay /lesbian  or  other 
paperbacks,  or  a  donation  to  help  pay  for  postage 
etc.  please  call  Mike  at  GCN  or  drop  by  62 
Berkeley  in  the  South  End.  Thanks. 

I-  COPYING  anyone?  .  .  . 

There  are  some  legal  and  other  materials  that 
are  very  valuable  to  prisoners  and  we  never  see 
■  (donated)  enough  of  them  to  send  inside;  so  if 
■  you  have  some  access  to  copying  privileges  and 
“would  like  to  do  some,  call  Mike  at  GCN: 


Russ  321-7037  or  322-7373  Pat 


(V15.I6) 


426-4469 


Who’s  in  prison  &  who’s  not  ($)? 

Business  and  white  collar  crimes  cause  _ 

MUCH  more  injury,  death  and  financial  loss  I  Ave  SE 
than  ‘street  crime’.  Violations  of  public  safety  b  leatlets  ( 
codes  for  workplaces  and  for  products,  in-  ■ 
eluding  food  and  drugs,  cause  much  more  suf¬ 
fering  and  waste  than  could  ever  be  caused  by 
the  people  now  in  prisons.  Who  makes  the 
‘laws’  to  benefit  the  rich  and  powerful?  How 
can  anybody  think  thev’re  “fair”? 

GCN  would  like  to  hear  your  thoughts  on 
this,  and  how  it  interacts  with  race  and  sexual 
preference  prejudices.  Put  that  noggin  to  work 
before  they  manage  to  turn  it  to  mush,  and  drop 
us  a  line!  (smile) 


ill!  FREE  !!! 

The  Lessons  of  Marion:  failure  of  a  maximum 
security  prison.  Write  to:  AFSC,  1501  Cherry, 
Philadelphia  PA  19102 

9  Jericho,  a  quarterly  mag  about  stopping  the 
*  construction  of  new  prisons 


BLACK/OUT,  a  new  publication  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  &  Gays,  with 
stories,  poems,  drawings,  and  some  penpal  ads. 
Write  them  for  a  copy  and  an  ad.  (They  only 
come  out  every  few  months,  so  don’t  expect  a 
copy  every  week.)  NCBLCJ,  930  F  St.NW, 
Washington  DC  20004. 


BLACK  &  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER  is  a  gay 
men’s  organization  for  rnen  of  all  colors.  They 
have  groups  in  many  cities.  They  don’t  always 
have  prisoner  support  projects,  but  they  should, 
no?  So  drop  them  a  line  and  encourage  them  to 
get  involved  and  help  fight  racism  in  the 
Amerikkkan  prison  business.  For  more  info 
write  lA-BWMT,  584  Castro,  San  Francisco 
CA  94114;  or  MACT  (Men  of  All  Colors 
Together),  Box  148,  New  York,  NY  1(X)23. 


COALITION  FOR  PRISONERS  RIGHTS 
Newsletter  is  available  for  FREE  to  prisoners. 
$5  donation  requested  from  non-prisoners.  Info 
on  prison  conditions.  Good  political  info.  They 
are  volunteers  and  not  able  to  be  penpals  or 
answer  all  letters,  but  they  will  try  to  publish 
your  short  statement  of  conditions  where  you 
are.  Write  them  at  CPR,  Box  1911,  Santa  Fe, 
NM  87504. 


I’m  23  and  still  learning.  From  what  I  see  gay 
people  are  the  nicest  people  around  and  I  would  9 
like  to  understand  why  people  don’t  accept! 
them  more  (I’m  not  gay  myselQ.  I  see  pictures B 
of  God’s  angels  doing  things  the  priests  say  youB 
shouldn’t  do.  I  would  like  to  learn  more  about 
where  gavs  are.  Thank  you.  Jonathan 
KIRKLAND,  38243-066,  Box  1000,  Marion  IL 
62959. 


Lots  of  thick  creamy  yummy  cummy  to  make 
your  dreams  cum  true!  Into  writing,  painting 
landscapes,  occult,  law,  etc.  Please  write  Tom¬ 
my  BLANKENSHIP,  195152,  Box  45699, 
Lucasville  OH  45699 


Black  female  impersonator,  smooth  body,  long 
black  hair,  tall,  very  feminine,  like  to  party, 
dance,  read,  write.  Looking  for  a  penpal.  Diane 
R.  ROSS  (legal  name),  150217,  Box  900,  Jeffer- 
son  City  M(3  65102. 


!  Light  complected  Black  male,  slim  &  trim, 

j  looking  for  a  loveable  gay  mail,  any  race  excep- 
I  table.  A1  GREEN,  81295,  MSU,  Tucker  AR 
172168. 


Remember  that  friends  are  far  and  in-between, 
but  this  friend  will  alvvays  be  close  by.  I’d  like  to 
get  to  know  a  gay  man  out  there  so  we  can 
develop  a  close  relationship.  J.D.  GODFREY, 
909602,  Box  520,  Walla  Walla  WA  99362 


Write:  National 


SELF-HELP  LITIGATION  MANUAL!!! 

This  excellent  book  includes  chapters  on  legal 
research,  how  the  legal  system  works,  overview 
of  prisoners  rights,  how  to  litigate  in  federal 
courts  (which  may  not  be  exactly  what  you 
need,  but  most  state  legal  procedures  are 
similar  at  least  to  federal  procedures),  parole, 
federal  post-conviction  remedies,  law  library 
requirements,  civil  rights  forms,  and  MORE! 
This  manual  is  available  to  prisoners  for  $14, 
from  Oceana  Press,  75  Main  St.,  Dobbs  Ferry, 
NY  10522.  (Unfortunately  GCN  canNOT  af¬ 
ford  to  send  copies  out.) 


Moratorium  on  Prison  Construction,  309  Penn 
Wash  DC  20003.  (They  also  have 
leaflets  on  prison  facts). 

The  Nonviolent  Activist  (limited  number  of 
copies  available  from:  War  Resisters  League, 
339  Lafayette  St,  NYC  1(W12.  They  may  have 
run  out  before  you  write.  Don’t  expect  a 

response  saying  so.  _ 

Jailhouse  Lawyers  Manual  available  from  Col¬ 
umbia  U.,  Box  54,  West  116th  St.,  New  York, 
NY  10027;  for  $8. 


Lonely  prisoner  seeks  penpals.  My  hobbies  in¬ 
clude  music,  dance,  sports,  computers,  and 
romance.  James  BAYT,  C-18132,  Box  1902-A, 


Tehachapi,  CA  93561. 

NEED  LEGAL  HELP! 

I  have  filed  suit  in  Federal  court  and  am  being 
harassed  by  the  officials  here.  Can  someone  of¬ 
fer  some  legal  advice,  please?  Also  1  would  like 

B—  to  write  someone.  Robert  DIXON,  A-087565, 
Box  649,  3876  Evans  Rd  (Box  50),  Polk  City  FL 
33868. 


1  love  the  simple  things  of  life:  good  food,  wine, 
an  expressive  book,  music  and  having  a  special 
person  to  share  with.  W.  Earl  BLOUNT,  85A 
6391,  900  Kings  Hwy,  Warwick  NY  10990. 


I’m  in  prison  for  a  sexual  ‘crime’  that  1  didn’t 
even  commit!  W'ho  can  1  talk  to  about  legal  help 
in  this  case?  I  would  also  like  to  write  to  some¬ 
one.  My  interests  are  law,  art,  history.  Harold 
D.  ALLEN,  420227  Wynne,  Huntsville  TX 
77349. _ 

For  real  outdoorsy  guy,  semi-long  hair,  ex-child 
of  the  ’60s,  just  a  regular  gay  guy  looking  for  a 
real  friend.  Joe  TERRACIANO,  65988,  Box 
F-1,  Leesburg,  NY  08327. 


CLASS 

snniccLEi 

FAIR  TRIAL 

A  prisoner-organized  legal  assistance  program 
is  being  developed.  State  where  help  is  now 
available  are  Cal,  Ore,  Wash,  New  Hamp,  and 
New  York.  Assistants  are  being  sought  in  all 
states.  If  you  are  interested  in  help  or  in  help¬ 
ing,  please  write  ULCC  58316-Fair  Trial,  Box 
7W,  Hollywood  CA  90078 


The  mailroom  knows  better  than  to 
discriminate  against  gays  with  me  on  the  com¬ 
pound.  1  love  giving  them  hell  for  their 
homophobic  attitudes!  Your  publication  is  very 
informative  and  I  will  share  it  with  friends.  I 
have  written  several  humorous  articles  on 
prison  life  and  will  send  you  some  soon.  I  would 
truly  like  to  have  a  penpal.  Keep  up  the  good 
work!  Ricky  MOULDER,  15371-077,  Unit  7, 
Box  1000,  SeagoyilleiTX  75159 _ 

Puerto  Rican  male  seeking  correspondence  with 
sincere  and  mature  males  for  friendship.  Julio 
WINGO,  162911,  Box  56,  Lebanon  OH  45036. 

1  would  like  to  write  to  someone  gay.  My  in¬ 
terests  are  sports,  country  music,  reading,  and 
sex.  I  can  get  along  in  German,  French,  Spanish 
and  English.  Elmer  DICKENSON,  107073, 
Drawer  1072,  Arcadia  FL  33821. 


I’m  a  Gay  Indian  in  the  hole  [isolation]  for  do¬ 
ing  what  1  felt  was  right.  Thank  you  for  a  good 
and  intelligent  mag  that  shows  us  as  we  really 
are!  I’d  especially  like  to  hear  from  feminine 
types.  I’m  into  weightlifting,  write  music  and 
am  lead  vocalist  in  a  band  (when  not  in  the 
hole).  Ken  McPHAIL,  48192,  2605  State  St, 
Salem  OR  97310. 


Gay  male  and  boy  lover  would  like  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  same.  My  only  crime  is  that  I  cared 
for  a  minor  boy  too  much.  Love  the  outdoors, 
music  and  reading.  G.  Lee  HARRIS,  Box  700, 
Jessup  MD  20794. _ 

BUILDING  MORE  PRISONS  TO  CURE 
“CRIME”  IS  LIKE  BUILDING  MORE 
TOILETS  TO  CURE  DIARRHEA. . . 
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Cambridge  □  “Loot”  by  Joe  Orton  presented  by  the 
Alley  Theatre.  1253  Cambridge  St.,  Inman  Square. 
Previews  through  Sunday  November  I ,  opens  November 
5  through  December  12.  Thursday  through  Sunday.  8pm. 
$12.  Info:  491-8166. 

Boston  □  AIDS  task  force  of  the  Unitarian  Univer- 
salist  Churches  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  District  hosts  a 
special  service  of  hope  and  remembrance  for  all  affected  by 
AIDS.  5pm.  Info:  Mark  O’Brien,  436-6446,  or  Everett 
(Butch)  Redding,  442-7370. 

Dorchester  □  Dorchester  GALA's  Halloween  Open 
House  and  Surprise  Parties.  Info:  Barbara,  282-2962  or 
Joe  282-7822  (after  6pm). 


2  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Women's  Center  meeting,  6-8pm.  Les¬ 
bian  rap  on  Issues  of  Lesbians  Living  Together,  8- 1 0pm. 
The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  □  Presentation  and  discussion  on  the  “Psycho- 
Social  Issues  in  Pediatric  AIDS”  sponsored  by  the 
Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  of  the  National 
Association  of  Social  Workers.  Open  to  all  social  workers 
and  students.  7pm.  Info:  227-9635. 


SATURDAY  TO  1 4  SATURDAY 


31  Saturday 


Boston  □  Louise  Rafkin,  editor  of  Different 
Daughters:  a  Book  by  Mothers  of  Lesbians  and  her 

mother,  author  Rhoda  Rafkin  appear  on  the  “Nancy 
Merrill  Show,”  WNEV  Channel  7.  1 0am.  Hour-long 
show  will  include  participation  by  studio  audience  and 
viewers  who  call  in.  Those  interested  in  attending  the 
show  can  call  Kim  at  725-0797. 

6  Friday 


Boston  □  Post-Halloween  dance  party  to  benefit 
GCN  and  Nicaragua  Material  Aid,  sponsored  by 
United  Fruit  Co.,  Red  Shades,  Black  Sweaters  and  the 
Nicole  Hollander  Fan  Club  affinity  groups.  Villa  Victoria, 
85  W.  Newton.  9pm.  SS/advance,  $8/door.  Creative 
dress  encouraged.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Info:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  School,  “Writing  in  Our 
Own  Voices.”  The  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
I0am-I2:30pm.  First  of  three  classes.  Info:  354-8807. 


7  Saturday  □  Post-Halloween  dance 
party  to  benefit  GCN  and  Nicaragua 
Material  Aid.  Sponsored  by  United  Fruit 
Co.,  Red  Shades,  Black  Sweaters  and 
the  Nicole  Hollander  Fan  Club  affinity 
groups.  Villa  Victoria.  9pm.  $5/advance. 
$8/door.  Info:  426-4469.  (If  you  don’t 
show  up,  you’ll  turn  into  a  pumpkin!) 


Cambridge  □  Women,  Money  and  Social  Respon¬ 
sibility,  a  conference  on  socially  responsible  money 
management,  presented  by  the  Boston  Women’s  Fund, 
Cronkite  Graduate  Center,  Radcliffe  College.  6  Ash  St. 
9am-5pm.  $55  pre-registration,  $65  day  of.  Info: 
542-5955. 

Boston  □  DOB  Halloween  Potiuck,  prizes  for  the 
best  costumes.  156  Warren  Ave.,  South  End.  7:30pm.  $3. 
Bring  food  to  share.  Info:  661-3633. 

Cambridge  □  “Broom  with  a  View.”  Amethyst 
Women  Halloween  dance.  "People,  prizes  and  things  OH 
MY.”  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  MSI  Mass.  Ave. 
9- 1 2pm.  Drug  and  alcohol  free.  $5  more/less. 

Northampton  □  Celebrate  the  witches’  new  year 

to  benefit  New  Moon  productions.  Chem-free  costume 
dance  party.  Northampton  Center  for  the  Arts.  $5-8. 
9pm-lam.  Info  or  work-exchange:  (413)  586-8718. 

Somerville  □  Feminist  Voices  in  concert  with  Mary 
Daly,  Alix  Dobkin,  Sonia  Johnson  and  Casselberry 
and  Dupree.  Somerville  Theater,  55  Davis.  Sq.,  8pm. 
$l2.50/$9.50  low  income  available  at  the  theater  only.  In¬ 
terpreted  for  hearing  impaired.  Info:  625-1081. 

November  I  Sunday 

Dorchester  □  Dorchester  GALA  potiuck.  Info:  Bar¬ 
bara,  282-2962,  or  joe,  282-7822  (after  6pm). 

Lincoln  □  Lesbian  academic  group  discussion  of 
Antony  and  Cleopatra  from  a  feminist  perspective. 
7:30pm.  Info:  Ina,  969-3186  or  Edith,  (401)  273-2546. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  sexual  abuse  survivors  on¬ 
going  self-help  group.  Meets  8-9:30pm  (eve7  Sunday).  In¬ 
fo:  Nancy,  522-2118. 

Salem  □  Memorial  Service  for  Mary  Ann  Kay. 

Grace  Church.  385  Essex  St.  2pm.  Donations  may  be 
made  to  the  AIDS  Action  Committee. 

Cambridge  □  Different  Daughters  editor  Louise 
Rafkin  speaks  with  her  mother  on  lesbianism,  on  "Say  It. 
Sister!"  WMBR,  88.IFM.  7-8pm. 

Cambridge  □  Black  and  White  Men  Together’s  Hallo¬ 
ween  Party)  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard. 
6-1 1  pm.  $5  at  the  d<x>r.  Info:  266-4378. 


3  Tuesday 

Cambridge  □  DOB  forum  on  lesbian  battering. 

DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1 151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm. 
$1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  general 
meeting.  AIDS  Action  Committee  "SafetyNet”  Safer  Sex 
presentation.  7:30-1 1  pm.  6  Hamilton  Place,  3rd  floor.  In¬ 
fo:  742-7897. 

Cambridge  □  SANCHIN  Women’s  School  of 

Karate  and  Self-Defense  on-going  classes,  beginners 
welcome.  Tuesday  and  Thursday,  6-8pm.  YWCA,  Temple 
St.  Info:  577-9514. 

4  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Discussion  group  for  men  with  sexual 
abuse  histories.  First  Wednesday  of  eve^  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Family  Y,  820  Mass.  Ave.  8:30-l0pm.  Sponsored 
and  facilitated  by  New  Directions  for  Men.  Info: 
498-9881. 

Cambridge  □  Dr.  Laura  Englestein  of  Princeton  U. 
speaks  on  Lesbianism  and  Prostitution  at  Harvard, 
4pm.  Info:  Diane  Hamer,  495-8647. 

5  Thursday 

Cambridge  □  DOB  women  of  color  concerns, 

DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm. 
$1.  Info:  Jean,  227-8150. 

Boston  □  AIDS  Benefit  with  Larry  Kessler  and 
Jeanne  Blake  (WBZ  Channel  4  Medical  Editor).  Music 
by  Bougainvillea.  Boston  Marriott  Hotel,  Long  Wharf, 
$50  donation.  Info:  227-0240. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Jamaica  Plain  Arts  Council  presents 
jazz  by  Philip  Hamilton  and  friends.  At  the 
Firehouse  Multicultural  Arts  Center,  659  Centre  St.  8pm. 
$4.  Info:  524-3816. 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night  All  welcome. 
Proofreading:  before  8PM.  Paste-up:  after  7PM.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN: 
426-4469. 


Cambridge  □  Lesbians  50  (older  or  younger). 

DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm. 
$1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  □  “Men,  You  Can’t  Live  With  ’Em,  and  You 
Can’t  Live  Without  ’Em.”  Support/Discussion  series 
for  men  on  the  relationships  in  their  lives.  November  6, 
13  and  20.  186  Mass.  Ave.  8- 1 0pm.  Sponsored  by  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Info:  523-7644. 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  1 0pm.  Near  Arlington  and 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Boston  □  Visibility  action  sponsored  by  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Defense  Committee,  Parker  House,  5:30pm.  Free 
snacks;  no  jeans,  t-shirts,  sneakers.  Info:  661-7737. 

Cambridge  □  Gays  at  MIT  "Crash  7:  a  dance  for  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men."  142  Memorial  Drive,  1st  floor.  9pm- 
lam.  $4/$3  with  student  ID.  Info:  253-5440. 

7  Saturday 

Boston  □  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  of 
the  National  Association  of  Social  Workers 

presents  a  discussion  on  "Support  groups  for  friends  and 
lovers  of  PWA’s.”  Open  to  all  social  workers  and  social 
work  students.  7pm.  Info:  227-9635. 

Cambridge  □  Gaylaxian  Science  Fiction  Society 

will  hold  workshops  at  the  BASH  Star  Trek  conven¬ 
tion.  Hyatt  Regency  Hotel.  Info:  write.  The  Gaylaxians, 
PO  Box  1051,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston,  MA  02117. 

Boston  □  “Swing  Dance”  Cheek  to  Cheek, 

Boston’s  lesbian  and  gay  swing  band  presents  a  dance  to 
benefit  tjie  AIDS  Action  Committee.  YWCA,  140 
Clarendon'  St.  9pm-midnight.  $10  donation.  Info: 
646-3382. 

Boston  □  Central  American  Solidarity  Associa¬ 
tion  presents  a  talk  by  Noam  Chomsky  and  Thomas 
Walker  on  the  continuing  Contra  aid  and  the  Central 
American  peace  plan.  Boston  University  Law  School 
Auditorium,  765  Comnwnwealth  Ave.  7pm.  Info: 
492-8699. 

Boston  □  Women’s  School  "All  New  c.R.A.S.h. 
Course."  Rock  Against  Sexism  Femme  Core  Space, 
Harrison  Ave.  I -4pm.  Info:  354-8807. 


Cambridge  □  “Hidden  Ideologies:  Learning  to  see 
what  we  see.”  With  Bell  Hooks,  Alia  Arasoughly  and 
workshops  on  Western  hegemony  in  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment,  racism,  heterosexism.  Sponsored  by  the  Women’s 
Theological  Center  and  Women  of  Colors  Unified. 
Episcopal  Divinity  School,  99  Brattle.  10-3  pm.  $7-10. 

8  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Wild  women  bike  trip  and  waffles. 

Meet  lOam.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  Info:  Sarah,  536-0752. 

Boston  □  Peter  Stickel  interviews  Katherine 
Triantafillou.  “Boston’s  Other  Voice,"  WROR 
98.5FM.  12:30am  (Monday  morning). 

Boston  □  New  England  Gay  and  Lesbian  Veterans 

fund  raiser  at  1 19  Merrimack.  1 19  Merrimack  St.  S-9pm. 
Info:  350-6092  (leave  message). 

Boston  □  “Choose  to  Live”  workshop  on  fortifying 
the  immune  system  with  Laurence  E.  Badgley,  M.D. 
Pre-registration  necessa^.  $65.  Info:  (415)  588-4495. 

1 0  T uesday 

Amherst  □  “The  Subject  is  Lesbians.”  Cathy  Cade 
presents  an  evening  of  slides  from  her  newly  released 
book,  A  Lesbian  Photo  Album,  showing  "the 
strength,  pride  and  diversity  of  lesbians”  UMASS  pro¬ 
gram  for  Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bisexual  Concerns.  Campus 
Center  rm.  168.  8pm.  Info:  Felice,  545-4824. 

14  Saturday 

Waltham  □  Brandeis  Triskelion  Gay/Les¬ 
bian/Bisexual  Coalition  dance.  Schwartz  Auditorium, 
Brandeis  University.  I0pm-2am.  Info:  736-4761  or 
893-4667. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
BARNABY  FISHER 
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I  raced  through  Washington  National  Air¬ 
port  and  hopped  a  cab  to  get  to  the  place 
to  be,  The  Wedding.  It  was  Saturday 
afternoon  and  my  dear  friend  Quay  Foster 
was  flying  in  from  the  midwest  just  to  marry 
me.  We  had  decided  just  days  before  to  take 
the  plunge  in  the  truest  and  most  traditional 
fashion.  During  our  decade-long  friendship, 
unbeknownst  even  to  us,  we  had  foregone  sex 
just  so  we  could  wait  for  The  Wedding 
Night. 

So  there  I  was,  trying  to  look  nonchalant 
in  my  “outfit.”  I  knew  we  were  supposed  to 
dress  up,  but  given  the  last  minuteness  of  the 
invitation,  all  I  could  muster  was  a  rather 
festive  leather  lavender  bowtie  to  accent  my 
otherwise  routine  jeans,  striped  shirt  and 
sneakers.  1  did  feel  a  bit  self-conscious  as 
couples  dressed  to  the  nines  in  sequins  and 
satins  strolled  by.  The  women  were  pretty 
spectacular,  too.  I  tried  not  to  look  too  anx¬ 
ious,  but  The  Moment  was  fast  approach¬ 
ing,  and  I  was  still  very  much  unpaired  in 
what  was  fast  becoming  a  very  queer  ark. 
“Hey  honey,  ya  wanta  get  married?” 
“Quay,  where  have  you. ..Oh...” 

1  turned  around  to  see  a  woman  dressed 
not  unlike  myself,  except  for  her  leather 
jacket,  smiling  back  at  me.  With  her  buzz- 
cut,  turtleneck  and  glasses,  she  looked 
amazingly  like  an  animated  version  of  Mo 
from  “Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For.” 

“My  name’s  Diane.  I  know  this  is  a  bit 
pushy,  but  you  look  conspicuously  alone, 
and  1  thought  we  might  indulge  in  the 
festivities  together.” 

My  puzzled  look  must  have  begged  for 
further  explanation. 

“I’m  a  reporter  for  The  Wimmin’s 
Press.  ”  (It  was  clear  from  the  way  she  said  it 
that  there  was  no  “e”  in  that  word.)  “1  was 
assigned  to  cover  the  wedding,  but  I  think  it 
would  be  more  fun  to  share  the  experience. 
What  do  you  say?” 

It  was  well  past  2  o’clock,  and  with  no 
sign  of  my  friend  in  sight,  Diane  seemed  like 
a  pleasant  alternative  to  being  left  at  the 
altar  of  a  major  media  event.  “Why  not?” 
We  linked  arms  and  joined  all  the  other 
beaming  couples.  During  the  ceremony 
Diane  busied  herself  taking  profuse  notes 
while  1  tried  to  look  like  we’d  been  together 
the  requisite  number  of  years  to  legitimately 
attend  the  ceremony.  I  kept  hoping  Quay 


The  Wedding  night 

'During  our  decade  long  friendship,  unbeknownst  even  to 
us,  we  had  foregone  sex  just  so  we  could  wait  for 
THE  WEDDING  NIGHT ' 

By  Nancy  DeLuca 


would  come  along  to  rescue  me  from  this 
scene,  and  then  I  realized  it  was  her  fault 
that  I  was  there  in  the  first  place. 

Just  as  the  ceremony  was  winding  down,  a 
woman  in  business  drag  —  a  matching  navy 
blue  wool  skirt  and  jacket,  a  somewhat  frilly 
blouse  with  a-sort-of-tie-sort-of-scarf  thing, 
and  a  pair  of  white  Reeboks  with  baby  blue 


how  we  met,  what  our  honeymoon  plans 
were.  I  stood  on  the  sidelines  in  awe  as 
Diane  unfolded  our  story.  It  seems  we’d 
been  childhood  sweethearts,  separated  as 
teens  by  tyrannical  parents,  and  reunited,  by 
chance,  at  a  parthenogenesis  workshop  at 
the  5th  Michigan  Womyn’s  Music  Festival. 
We’d  been  inseparable  ever  since.  I  think 
Laurel  took  my  silence  as  some  bizarre  form 
of  role  playing,  and  directed  all  her  ques¬ 
tions  at  Diane.  I  was  completely  panicked.  It 
wasn’t  that  1  couldn’t  cope  with  the  publici¬ 
ty;  I  "was  out  at  work  and  to  my  family.  It 
was  just  that  appearing  in  an  article  about 
The  Wedding  in  People  Magazine  would 
totally  blow  my  credibility  in  the  dyke  circles 
I  traveled.  How  would  my  buddies  at 
CUEER  (Committee  United  to  Eradicate 
Exclusive  Relationships)  view  my  apparent 
defection  from  their  ranks?  So  what  if  I  had 
co-founded  the  organization  because  the 
woman  I  was  attracted  to  was  involved  with 
someone  else.  You’ve  got  to  start 
somewhere,  and  besides,  the  personal  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  political....  My  self-absorption 
was  suddenly  interrupted  when  Laurel  asked 
for  my  name,  and  Diane  thought  it  best  to 
let  me  speak  for  myself. 

“Uh... Bobbie, ..Bobbie  Strasner,  that  is 
dear,  if  you’ll  let  me  keep  my  maiden  name 
now  that  we’re  married.”  Diane  seemed  ge¬ 
nuinely  pleased  to  find  that  she  hadn’t  mar¬ 
ried  a  complete  catatonic,  and  let  me  tell 
Laurel  all  about  the  honeymoon  in  the 

Continued  on  page  10 


anklets  —  accompanied  by  a  male 
photographer,  approached  Diane  and  me. 

“Hi.  I’m  Laurel  Shapely  from  People 
Magazine.  Mind  if  I  ask  you  a  few  ques¬ 
tions?” 

Diane’s  eyes  lit  up.  I  knew  I  was  really  in 
for  it  now.  Laurel  asked  us  all  the  typical 
questions  —  how  long  we’d  been  together. 


•  OOOjIOG  to  0  G  •  0  G 


Saturday, 

November 


9pm  ’til  midnight 


Boston's  own  Lesbian  and  Gay  Swing  Bana 


At  the  YWCA 
140  Clarendon  St. 

(behind  the 

John  Hancock  Tower) 


Donation:  $10.00 
All  proceeds  to  benefit  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee 


presents  a 


DANCE 

to  benefit  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee 


e000®00©0  0  0  9  0  0  ©  0  0  0 


united  fruit  company  and  red  shades  affinity  groups 

invite  you  to  the  second  annual 


(post-)  halloween 


DANCE  PARTY 

Saturday,  november  7th  9  pm-2  am 

to  benefit  gay  community  news 
and  nicaragua  material  aid 

villa  victoria  cultural  center 

85  west  newton,  south  end  (at  tremont  st.)* 
cash  bar  •  food  •  creative  dress  encouraged  •  all  kinds  of  music 

$5  in  advance,  $8  at  the  door  (sliding  scale) 
advance  tickets  from  gay  community  news,  the  Cambridge  food  coop, 

•  red  book  store  or  affinity  group  members. 

'free  parking  at  the  hurley  school,  70  Worcester  st.,  (between  shawmut  and  tremont) 
within  walking  distance  of  back  bay  or  mass  ave  T  stop  on  the  orange  line 
or  copley  place  T  stop  on  the  green  line 
wheelchair  accessible  •  info:  gen  426-4469  or  tty:  426-0332 


